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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK .......

It is with great pleasure that we present Volume 7, Issue 1 (January 2020) of New Man International
Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies (NMIJMS), a peer-reviewed and indexed monthly journal
committed to promoting quality research across diverse academic disciplines. This issue reflects our
continued dedication to fostering scholarly dialogue and encouraging interdisciplinary perspectives in
contemporary research.

The present volume brings together a wide range of scholarly articles that highlight the richness and
diversity of current academic inquiry. The opening paper by Dr. Mamta Garg offers a panoramic
interpretation of O. Henry’s renowned short story The Last Leaf, capturing its artistic depth and
emotional resonance. This is followed by Priya Agrawal’s thoughtful exploration of “Civilizational
Ruins and Literary Ruminations,” which reflects on the complex relationship between history, memory,
and literary expression.

Kiran Sahu’s insightful reading of Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist presents the novel as a journey of self-
discovery and inner transformation, emphasizing the universal quest for meaning and fulfillment.
Similarly, the study by Megha Lahane and Prof. Archana Agarwal on the poetry of Nissim Ezekiel
highlights themes of pathos and companionship, offering a nuanced understanding of modern Indian
poetic sensibilities.

In the field of psychology and education, Mrs. Amita Nigam’s research on coping behaviour in relation
to emotional intelligence provides valuable perspectives on mental resilience and adaptability. Dr.
Nageswara Rao Chelli’s case study on reading skills among upper primary students in Andhra Pradesh
and Telangana addresses crucial issues in language learning and educational practices, making a
meaningful contribution to pedagogical research.

The inclusion of Dr. Upendra Singh’s article on “Photonic Crystals for Optical Communication”
broadens the scope of this issue by incorporating scientific research. The study introduces readers to
advancements in optical communication technology and underscores the importance of interdisciplinary
engagement in modern scholarship.

This issue also features significant contributions in Hindi, reflecting the journal’s commitment to
linguistic diversity and inclusive academic discourse. The articles address themes such as the role of the
Indian Army in economic development, international relations, and the interpretation of ancient Indian
history through classical texts. These works enrich the cultural and intellectual fabric of the journal.

Overall, this issue of New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies (NMIJMS) represents
a meaningful confluence of literary, scientific, social, and cultural studies. Each contribution adds depth
to its respective field while collectively strengthening the interdisciplinary nature of the journal.

We extend our sincere gratitude to all the contributors for their valuable research and to the reviewers
for their critical insights and dedication. We also thank our readers for their continued support. It is our
hope that this issue will inspire further research, reflection, and academic engagement.

— Dr. Kalyan Gangarde
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1.

Panoramic View of the Art of O’Henry’s Short story ‘The Last Leaf’

Dr. Mamta Garg
Department of English
Govt. Narmada P.G. College, Hoshangabad (M.P.)

It is not possible to separate the world of
the art and the artist. They both are linked
together. “Art is a diverse range of human
activities in creating visual, auditory or
performing artifacts (art works), expressing the
author’s imaginative, conceptual ideas, or
technical skill, intended to be appreciated for their
beauty or emotional power”. If we talk in a
general way, the activities related to the
production of the works of art constitute the
criticism of art as well as the expression of art in
aesthetic sense. So, art demands the creative
expertise of the artist, and this expertise can be
related to the demonstration of technical ability,
originality in stylistic approach or it can be the
amalgamation of both.

If we cast a glance on O’Henry as an artist
in the field of short story writing, he emerges
before us as a legendary figure, who is acclaimed
throughout the world not only for his fabulous
short stories which focus on different themes,
being too close to the lives of human beings,
rather he occupies special place, as far as the
artistry of the writer is concerned. The unique
quality of good artists is that they always turn the
energy, which they have, into something
beautiful. “They use it to fuel their creativity and
make work that resonates with others”. Anyone
can be an artist, but the recognition of the great
artist is based on how they make the others feel.
In this context, when we talk about O’Henry, he
deserves to be called “one of the greatest masters
of modern literature”.

Along with the thematic concerns which are
closely connected with the real lives of the human
beings, those issues which are touching in nature,
and appeal us, O’Henry in his short stories has
shown his artistry as well. The way he has
intermingled both the art and the bitter realities of

life leave the readers flabbergasted. His short
story ‘The Last Leaf’ tells the tale of such an
artistry of the writer. This short story epitomizes
the full conviction of the writer. It is the true
depiction of the writer’s writing traits; plot written
in a skillful manner with twist ending. Giving
surprise to the readers is also an art of O’Henry.
The Last Leaf evinces how the tables of the
readers’ anticipation get turned over by surprised
ending, and for this Nature plays a dominant role.
It is proved in the story how Nature, being too
powerful, has a lot of value in effecting the lives
of the individuals.

The story of The Last Leaf revolves
around the two characters, Johnsy and Sue, who
are the artists and move into Greenwich Village in
New York City to explore their talent. But
unfortunately, as winter approaches and winter
gets colder, Johnsy gets victimized by pneumonia.
She becomes so sick that she thinks she will die
with the fall of the last leaf of the ivy vine on the
brick wall which she continuously spies through
her window. Sue, the true friend of Johnsy, tries
her best to remove such desperation from her
mind, but fails. At last, she clings to the last
option Behrman, who is an old man, and is also a
painter and has been just waiting eagerly for the
right opportunity to create his masterpiece, a real
one, which serves as a tree of hope for Johnsy to
fight against her illness. Then he catches
pneumonia and dies. We cannot expect such a
chivalric deed from Behrman, but dauntless
courage and sacrificing nature of Behrman leave
the readers dumb founded. O’Henry in The Last
Leaf has interwoven the message of true
friendship and selfless sacrifice. Apparently, the
message is love everybody, for human’s life, that
is why art survives.
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Apart from being ‘The Last Leaf” a short story
that entails the treasury of life, it is one of the best
creations of O’Henry as it is unparalleled as far as
the art of the writer is concerned. It is a well-
known fact that style makes a man. O’Henry
enjoys the wide readership throughout the world
because of his unique style in his short stories and
The Last Leaf is also not an exception to it.

As style focuses on the manners the writers use
in their works, for example writers write with the
help of dialogues, syntax, different kinds of
imageries, vocabulary, metaphorical diction and
other such devices to execute their writings.
O’Henry feels at home while narrating tales in
distinctive manner with lucidity and liveliness. In
the beginning of the story The Last Leaf,
O’Henry uses personification for the description
of the streets. He assigns them human attributes
and feelings as if they were human. He says, “the
streets run crazy and broken themselves into small
strips called ‘places’”. O’Henry even uses
personification to refer to pneumonia as is
obvious in this textual line. “In November, a cold,
unseen stranger, whom the doctor called
pneumonia, stalked about the colony, touching
one here and there with his icy fingers”.

O’Henry uses the terminology which is used
in the reference of human beings. The words like
‘stranger’, ‘unseen’ are used for human being but
O’Henry has used them for pneumonia. The way
pneumonia takes the people in its grip, marching
violently to the colony also refers to the use of
same device of personification. Another example
from the text is:

“Mr. Pneumonia was not what you would call
chivalric old gentleman. A mite a little woman
with blood thinned by California zephyrs was
hardly fair game for the red fisted, short breathed,
old duffer”.

Another important characteristic of O’Henry’s
style is the use of ornamentative devices which
apparently add beauty to his works. He has
lavishly used similes metaphors to enhance the
effectiveness in The Last Leaf.

“Why, that’s almost as good a chance as we
have in New York where we ride on the street
cars or walk past a new building”.

Here O’Henry uses simile. Sue in these lines
is trying to convince Johnsy that her chance of
survival is not bad. In order to do this, she makes
a comparison between what the doctor says that
Johnsy’s chance of being well is one in ten and
the chance they had in New York when they ride
on the street cars or walk past a new building.

“Tell me as soon as you have finished”,
said Johnsy, closing her eyes lying white and still
as a fallen statue.

The simile here used shows the way
Johnsy, after this conversation with Sue, was
lying on the bed by making similarity with the
fallen statue. Another example used in The Last
Leaf:

“She told him of Johnsy’s, fancy, and how she
feared she would, indeed, light and fragile as a
leaf herself, float away when her slight hold upon
the world grew weaker”. Sue explains to Mr.
Behrman the condition of Johnsy in this way.

In the short story, O’Henry has also used
metaphors at several places to enhance the beauty
of his art. In order to describe the resemblance
between Behrman’s beard and that of Michael
Angelo’s, O’Henry states: “He was past sixty and
had a Michael Angelo’s Moses beard curling
down from the head of a satyr along the body of
an imp”. One more example from The Last Leaf:
“The lonesomest thing in all the world is a soul
when it is making ready to go on its mysterious,
far journey”. The sentence depicts the emotional
fracture of the psyche of Johnsy. She is so much
broken internally after the prolonged illness, that
she becomes a victim of desperation and starts
thinking of leaving this world.

O’Henry’ use of irony and metaphor is a
noteworthy feature of his style. Often, he has used
metaphors in his writings for the purpose of
amusing his readers with unusual comparisons.
On the other hand, sometimes he uses serious,
sentimental and emotional elements. A number of
stories of O’Henry pronounce sentimentalism
when he describes about the drudgery of the
downtrodden and struggling people. So we find
characteristics of transition and note of vacillation
in his stories between the comic elements and
pathos which remind the readers of Dickens and
Sterne.
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In The Last Leaf, the irony unfolds itself in the
last paragraph of the story:

“Mr. Behrman died of pneumonia, today
in the hospital. He was ill two days. The Janitor
found him on the morning of the first day in his
room downstairs helpless with pain. His shoes and
clothing were wet through icy cold. They couldn’t
imagine where he had been on such a dreadful
night. And then they found a lantern, still lighted,
and a ladder that had been dragged from its place,
and some scattered brushes, and a palette with
green and yellow colors mixed on it, and- look out
the window, dear, at the last ivy leaf on the wall.
Didn’t you wonder why it never fluttered or
moved when the wind blew? Ah, darling, its
Behrman’s masterpiece- he painted in there the
night that the last leaf fell”.

These lines reflect ironical fulfillment of
the dream of Behrman. He paints the masterpiece,
but at the cost of his life, saves the life of a dying
artist Johnsy by sacrificing himself.

O’Henry is considered to be adept at
storytelling and in that also having the qualities of
a master of tragedy. He has dealt in his stories
various themes and depiction of the struggle of
common man and evokes pathos in the hearts of
the readers. His deep insight into the problems of
common man makes him supreme.

The remarkable quality of O’Henry’s style
is the dynamic and concrete expressions which are
displayed by his characters. The dialogues, which
they utter or the conversations which go on
between the characters are loaded with intonations
which give lively touch to the description.
Simultaneously, the action of the story also
proceeds with the dialogues. In The Last Leaf,
the dialogue between Johnsy and Sue refers to the
progression of the action of the story:

“Try to sleep,” said Sue, “I must call
Behrman”.

“What is it, dear?” asked Sue.

“Tell me as soon as you have finished”
said Johnsy.

Another marked feature of O’Henry’s
stories is his thematic variety. Drawn from his
varied experiences, his stories embody in an
excellent manner the diverse issues concerning
human life. Martin Scofield, a renowned scholar

and critic of American Literature comments on
O’Henry’s treatment of diverse subject- matters:
“The subject matter of O’Henry’s stories, which
the varieties of rhetoric serve to present and
explore, covers a wide area: city life (shop girls,
cops, vaudeville artists, hobos, bank clerks and
managers), South- American political
shenanigans, the wild west, the deep south”.

In The Last Leaf also, O’Henry has used
a variety of themes. With the help of imagery, the
writer has employed in the story; he sets the mood
and tone of the story that assists in imposing the
author’s theme and motive upon the reader.
Whether it is sight imagery, sound imagery or
color imagery, they all help O’Henry to unravel
the multicolored flowers of various thematic
concerns before the readers. “I have something to
tell you, white mouse” is an example of color
imagery in The Last Leaf. The image of white is
closely associated with the recovering health
conditions of Johnsy and moreover the white
color also symbolizes purity and innocence.
“Johnsy was contentedly knitting a very blue and
very useless woolen shoulder scarf”, “Old
Behrman, with his red eyes...” are other examples
of color imagery used by the writer in the gamut
of the story.

The sound and touch imagery is revealed
in The Last Leaf when Johnsy and Sue both
describe the howling wind outside as “beating rain
and fierce gusts of wind that had endured through
the livelong night, there yet stood out against the
brick wall one ivy leaf”. Sight imagery is used by
O’Henry how Johnsy seems to feel about the ivy
vine outside her window, she feels as though the
leaves on the vine are her clock to death.

The use of all such types of imageries
paves the path for O’Henry to deal with different
themes in the story, Juxtaposition of optimism and
pessimism is conveyed through the symbolic
content of the story. Johnsy always leads her life
as a pessimist. She remains haunted by the idea of
the death and is too weak to face her illness. She
succumbs to hopelessness and develops wrong
notion in her mind that with the falling of the last
leaf, she will also die. “When the last leaf falls, I
must go too”, “She was looking out the window
and counting- counting backward” are the
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examples which concretely prove her pessimistic
outlook. But her friend Sue symbolizes strength,
will power, patience. Johnsy is able to escape the
catastrophe due to selfless love of Sue. Her
intense care of Johnsy become panacea for her
and bring her friend out of the mouth of death.
She is a true friend of Johnsy with an optimistic
attitude towards life.

The true bondage of friendship between
Johnsy and Sue also assumes thematic proportion
in the story. “Dear, Dear!” said she, learning her
wan face down to the pillow, “think of me, if you
won’t think of yourself. What would I do?”
reflects the deep love of Sue for Johnsy. Behrman,
another important character in the story, becomes
a tool for O’Henry through whom O’Henry is
able, in an artistic and unique manner, to bring
home the idea how a person, no matter, how
hopeless he/she is, can become a symbol of hope
and courage to others. Behrman risks his life,
totally jeopardizes himself and become an
epitome of kindness and nobility. He gives the
message that self-sacrificing is a great deed. He
inculcates the same spirit in readers also.

O’Henry’s forte often lies in his habit of
resorting to punning and mutilating the words. He
was also keenly interested in reproducing the
version of original speeches as uttered by people
in real life in his stories. Such speeches replete
with  unsophisticated and  ungrammatical
expressions can be seen in his stories. O’Henry’s
characters often use their own crude and original

speeches in their real lives which usually evokes
humor. Behrman’s speech is a clear example,
“Vass”, he cried. “Is dere people in de world mit
der foolishness to die because leafs day drop off
from a confounded vine? I haf not heard of such a
thing. No, I will not bose as a model for you fool
hermit- dunderhead. Vy do you allow silly
pusiness to come in der brain aof her? Aeh, dot
poor lettle Miss Yohnsy”.

On the whole, we can say that it is an
undeniable fact that O’Henry is a prolific author;
when we evaluate him as a literary artist, his
objective has never been to make a parade of his
pedantry. If he used technical terms in his stories,
he has done to achieve the artistic effect. We can
say that The Last Leaf is an outstanding
contribution of O’Henry.
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2.

Civilizational Ruins and Literary Ruminations

Priya Agrawal

Abstract: V S Naipaul, more than anything else,
is a commentator on civilizational processes. He
has commented upon India extensively in his
three books of Indian trilogy, calling it a
civilization of ruins and also a civilization of
mimicry and imitation. This is because of its
colonial past which does not just extend to the
British but farther into history. The present
research paper tries to delve into these
civilizational processes and assess Naipaul’s
claims against them.

Keywords: Civilization, civilizational processes,
ruins, mimicry, imitation, intellectual mediocrity,
British Raj, colonialism, decolonization

The British were absolute colonizers. They
had a way of taking over a culture and
civilization. Unlike the previous invaders in India,
they did not stop at the physical takeover of the
country but instead proceeded to possess the
minds and psyche of the country and its people.
This is the primary theme of Naipaul when he
comments upon India in his Trilogy and in his
other non-fiction books.

Naipaul says that they possessed the country
absolutely and left their imprints on the country in
indelible marks. Anyone who visits the country
now cannot help but see this British colonial past
of India. it is impossible to see India in its purity
and absolute originality as it has been possessed
by many empires and many colonial powers and
has been changed, at many places, beyond
recognition. (4 Writer’s People 31)

This fact hit Naipaul when he traveled to India
for the first time, for the writing of his book, An
Area of Darkness. He was always familiar with
the colonial and imperial British Empire and he
was familiar with the phenomenon of colonialism.
Trinidad, after all, was an absolute colony of the
British. It was more so in Trinidad, because there
were no natives, who were long ago wiped out by
Christian conquistadors.

Even then, the Trinidad had a thinner layer of
colonization, especially because there were no
natives left to imprint upon the colonial insignia.
The colonization in India was more complete. A
mighty civilization and culture had completely
bowed before a formerly puny nation like Britain.
A handful of the Britons had ruled India and had
changed its face forever with indelible prints, with
architectural, artistic and institutional markers
which imprinted Britain firmly in Indian
imagination.

Naipaul alleged that only the idea of India
remained  whole, everything else  was
compromised by its colonial history. This is true
in the terms that Indian remained pure and
original only in imagination. Its real history and
culture had been compromised by its colonial past
and this colonial past was long, much longer than
the British.

While Trinidad was too small to register as an
independent nation, India was too big not to do so.
Trinidad had no locals or natives and thus the
Trinidadian population had accepted the British as
an important part of their identity and had
accepted it as central to their very being. It gave
access to the Trinidadians to a global identity.

In India, it was not the case. India was a great
civilization before the invaders came in and
changed its course of culture and history. It had a
great culture, great civilization, great traditions
and institutions and thus any new imposition had
to be violent and had to be forcefully imposed
upon the great nation. Violence was inescapable.
(Dooley 91)

But sheer violence and direct imposition are
also not going to work. Indian institutions were
more powerful than the State and were quite
capable of working in isolation. This is the reason
that during the ravages of the medieval invasions,
Indian society kept working flawlessly in many
regards even during the harshest of times. (Goel
142)
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To break these institutions, it was necessary to
break free of the Indian framework. The Indian
people had to be taught to break their own
traditions. It was in this regard that the British set
out to destroy Indian institutions. They understood
that the tool to this was to destroy the education
system of India. This is what Gandhi referred to in
his speech. He called the Indian system a
‘beautiful tree’ which the British uprooted. In his
famous speech at Chatham House, London, on 20
October, 1931, he said:

“I say without fear of my figures being
challenged successfully, that today India is more
illiterate than it was fifty or a hundred years ago,
and so 1s Burma, because the British
administrators, when they came to India, instead
of taking hold of things as they were, began to
root them out. They scratched the soil and began
to look at the root, and left the root like that, and
the beautiful tree perished. The village schools
were not good enough for the British
administrator, so he came out with his
programme. Every school must have so much
paraphernalia, building, and so forth. Well, there
were no such schools at all. There are statistics
left by a British administrator which show that, in
places where they have carried out a survey,
ancient schools have gone by the board, because
there was no recognition for these schools, and the
schools established after the European pattern
were too expensive for the people, and therefore
they could not possibly overtake the thing. I defy
anybody to fulfill a programme of compulsory
primary education of these masses inside of a
century. This very poor country of mine is very ill
able to sustain such an expensive method of
education.” (Collected Works 201-2)

This is how the British broke Indian education
system. They similarly broke Indian trade and
business by levying taxes which were not only
inhuman but impossible. They destroyed India’s
agriculture by similar techniques, by punitive
taxes and they destroyed India’s social fabric by
exaggerating caste fault lines and exploiting one
caste against another.

Naipaul recognizes this difference and looks
upon India with these eyes. The old India, albeit
broken continued apace along with the British

India. The British India was spectacular even if
imperial in its architecture and splendor. It was a
world of privilege and patronage. And outside
these immaculate confines remained the broken
splendor of old and ancient India, now dirty and
filthy in its regard. This is how Naipaul expresses
it:

“Distinct from this was the England of the
Raj. This still lived. It lived in the division of
country towns into ‘cantonments’, ‘civil lines’ and
bazaars. It lived in army officers’ messes, in the
silver so frequently given, so reverentially
polished and displayed, in uniforms and
moustaches and swagger sticks and mannerisms
and jargon. It lived in the collect orates, in the
neat fading handwriting of those settlements
which add up to a doomsday book of a continent:
suggesting endless days in the sun on horseback,
with many servants but few real comforts, and
evenings of patient effort.” (4n Area... 190)

This is evident from many of the literary
creations during the British Raj. Rudyard Kipling
is a controversial though undoubtedly a great
literary figure. He wrote about the Anglo-Indian
sensibilities. He saw India through the eyes of the
British and saw it genuinely as his and his fellow
countrymen’s responsibility to ‘civilize’ and
‘Christianize’ India. This is evident from most of
all, ‘Kim’, where the Buddhist stoicism is
defeated by the curiously ironic British
sentimentalism and the ‘humanity’ of the Lama is
won over by the stoic spirituality within him.

The same was true about many other writers,
most notably E M Forster, as Naipaul expresses. E
M Forster wrote a hugely popular novel about
India, 4 Passage to India, in which the final sense
comes that there really is no passage to India, for
the British Empire and Adela, the heroine can
never get across to India. (Forster 37)

Naipaul alleges that there are many layers of
ironies here. Adela is in love with a local guide in
India. In a way this should be a straight interface
between Britain and India, but it is more complex
than that. This India is ‘Aziz’, who is a Muslim
and is accused of an inherent violence in him.
Naipaul thinks that Forster’s choice of a Muslim
as a representative of India complicates things
even further and thus the genuine quest of the
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British to find a passage to India is doomed to
remain unfulfilled.

Naipaul discusses other writers in An Area of
Darkness like William Hazzlit and William
Thackeray, all of those, including G M Trevelyan
who commented upon India and comes with the
conclusion that none of them truly got across to
India and its culture because the gap was
unbridgeable and also because Indians have no
sense of history.

This sense of history is something that is
painful for Indians and confronting history is
something of which they are incapable of in the
absence of tools to right the wrongs of history. As
Naipaul expresses about Indian sense of history:

“It is well that Indians are unable to look at
their country directly, for the distress they would
see would drive them mad. And it is well that they
have no sense of history, for how then would they
be able to continue to squat amid their ruins, and
which Indian would be able to read the history of
his country for the last thousand years without
anger and pain? It is better to retreat into fantasy
and fatalism, to trust to the stars in which the
fortunes of all are written — there are lecturers in
astrology in some universities — and to regard the
progress of the rest of the world with the tired
tolerance of one who has been through it all
before. The aeroplane was known to ancient India,
and the telephone, and the atom bomb: there is
evidence in the Indian epics. Surgery was highly

developed in ancient India; here, in an important
national newspaper, is the text of a lecture proving
it. Indian shipbuilding was the wonder of the
world. And democracy flourished in ancient
India.” (An Area... 201)

In order to cope with their tragic history,
Indians have started to deny history and are living
in a make-believe world where everything was
perfect with the ancient India, where medieval
India was not cruel to Hindus and where nothing
much bad happened during the British Raj. This
make-believe worldview is to cope with a tragic
history. However, if this worldview is not soon
broken then Indians will be left lurching in
historical badlands, trying to convince the world
of their greatness while in reality they are no
longer aspiring for greatness. This is what Naipaul
warns in An Area of Darkness about India and its
intellectual future.
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3.

Paulo Coelho’s The Alchemist:
A Search of the Treasure Within
Kiran Sahu

(Research Scholar)
Under the Guidence of Dr. A.S. Kushwah

"Wherever your heart is, that is where you'll
find your treasure."

This is the key line of the Alchemist, a
world-famous book written by Paulo
Coelho. Paulo Coelho the Brazilian author is
one of the most widely read and beloved
writers of our times. He has influenced the
lives of millions of peoples through his
enchanting works. His books are read in
more than 150 countries and have been
translated into about 56 languages. It is not
surprising at all that our present generation,
the victim of a lifeless, mechanical routine,
has fallen in love with this prophet of
spirituality.

The Pilgrimage, Warrior of The Light,
The Winners Stands Alone, Like the Flowing
River, Eleven Minutes, The Fifth Mountain and
The Alchemist etc. are the major works of
Paulo Coelho.

The Alchemist (Portuguese: 0)
Alquimista) is novel originally written in
Portuguese and firstly published in 1988. It
is a widely translated international best
seller. An allegorical novel, The Alchemist
follows a young Andalusian shepherd,
Santiago in his journey to Pyramids of Egypt,
after having a recurring dream of finding a
treasure there. As we go through the story of
the novel, we find that at last the boy finds
the treasure at the ruined church from where
this story is starts.

As a research scholar I can witness a great
Indian philosophy in this whole story, that
everything is hidden within ourselves. If
somebody wants to find the unending source of
happiness, one has to explore himself to
understand the world. All tranquility is

within ourselves. But this realization and at
last the state of salvation cannot be achieved
so easily. One has to go through the multiple
experiences, before it. Sometimes one will

conquer, some time would be defeated,
some time becomes disappointed, desperate,
demotivated and about to leave the path to find
the real treasure and sometimes becomes happy,
full of motivations, calm and ready to continue his
journey. If one really wants to realize the state of
salvation then the whole universe helps in doing
s0. And ultimately one finds his/her real treasure,
the source of wultimate happiness within
himself/herself after going through a long journey,
and after experiencing the different aspects of the
life as happens with Siddhartha, the hero of
Hermann Heesse's book Siddhartha.

The symbolic story of the shepherd boy
Santiago perfectly explains the above told
philosophy. He also goes through various
experiences before finding his treasure at the
beginning place of the story, not at the place
where this world told him to be.

Santiago is a humble shepherd whose desires
are few, but his fate intervenes, however, in the
form of the recurring dream of a treasure hidden
at the base of the Egyptian Pyramids.

But Santiago ignores the dreams and moves
further with his sheep. He was happy with his
simple life, because it was chosen by himself to
be a shepherd to live freely. He was happy with
the thought that he would meet the daughter of
merchant after four days with whom he met only
once, the year before.

These lines of the text explains better the
initial manner in which of the boy lives the life-
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"His purpose in life was to travel, and, after
two years of walking the Andalusian terrain, he
knew all the cities of the region. He was planning,
on this visit,to explain to the girl how it was that a
simple shepherd knew how to read. That he had
attended a seminary until he was sixteen. His
parents had wanted him to become a priest, and
thereby a source of pride for a simple farm family.
They worked hard just to have food and water like
the sheep. He had studied Latin, Spanish, and
theology. But ever since he had been a child, he
had wanted to know the world, and this was much
more important to him than knowing God and
learning about man's sins. One afternoon, on a
visit to his family, he had summoned up the
courage to tell his father that he didn’t want to
become a priest. That he wanted to travel. " (Page
No. 7, 8)

The courage shown by the boy in above
paragraph was main virtue of the boy which made
him possible to find his real treasure. That one
decision leaded him to his dreams.

Firstly the gypsy woman interpreted the
recurring dream of the boy and assured him that
he would find a treasure near the pyramids which
would make him a rich man. But he avoids the
interpretation of the woman and decides not to
believe his dream. But in the same evening the
boy encountered with an old man, who claimed
himself as the king of Salem and named as
Melchizedek.

That old man convinces the boy to not to give-
up on believing in dreams and to start a journey
towards the treasure. To satisfy the boy’s anxiety
over the sudden appearance of him, the old man
gives the reason as-

“Because you are trying to realize your
destiny. And you are at the point where you are
about to give it all up.” (page no.22)

In exchange of the telling where about of the
treasure the old asks something to the boy as-

“Tomorrow, at this same time, bring me a
tenth of your flock. And I will tell you how to find
the treasure.” (page no.24)

The boy thought a lot about this offer. He
thought in both ways to remain a shepherd forever
as he had gathered a vast knowledge and
experience as a shepherd or

to accept the offer of the king and go on a
journey towards the Egyptian Pyramids to realize
his dream. And finally his thoughts concluded in
this way-

“ There was nothing to hold him back except
himself. The sheep, the merchant’s daughter, and
the fields of Andalusia were only steps along the
way to his destiny.” (27 )

The boy gives one tenth of his sheep to the old
man and sales others to his friend. The old man
tells him the where about of the treasure in the
Egypt and gives many tips about the journey.
After farewell with the king, the boy leaves to
Africa.

The sale of his sheep has left him with enough
money in his pouch. The reaches to Tangier, a
port in Africa where he meets to a new friend who
promises him to guide the way to pyramids. That
inexperienced adolescent easily trusts his new
friend and

handovers his money to that friend to buy two
camels needed to cross the desert of Sahara. But
his friend betrays him and escapes with his
money. The bare hand boy, on that very new and
strange land laments and becomes very sad. His
mind which is sorrowful thinks in this way-

“When I had my sheep, I was happy, and
made those around me happy. People saw me
coming and welcomed me, he thought. But now [
am sad and alone. I'm going to become bitter and
distrustful of people because one person betrayed
me. I'm going to hate those who have found their
treasure because [ never found mine. And I'm
going to hold on to what little I have because I'm
too insignificant to conquer the world.” (page
no.37)

But very soon the words of the old man
echoes in his ears , ‘When you want something, all
the universe conspires in helping you to achieve
it."(page no.21)

Echo of these words makes the boy to feel that
the blessings of the old man are still with him. He
looked around the plaza again, where he was
sitting and lamenting, felt less desperate than
before. This wasn’t a strange place it was a new
place. As he mused about these things, he realized
that he has to choose between thinking of himself
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as the poor victim of a thief or as an adventurer in
quest of his treasure. He chosen to be adventurer
and felt himself happier. The believers of the
dreams have to face the difficult situations and
have to make the tough decisions. Likewise
Santiago makes a tough decision to continue
towards his goal, although not having a cent in his
pocket.

Santiago, full of enthusiasm moved forward to
cross the plaza, meanwhile he encountered with a
candy seller. The candy seller was speaking
Arabic and the boy was speaking Spanish but they
understood each other perfectly well and the boy
helped the candy seller in assembling the stall.
This incident made the boy to understand that
there must be a language which doesn’t depend on
the words. He realized: “If I can learn to
understand this language without words, I can
learn to understand the world.” (page no.41)

There was a shop a crystal merchant in
Tangier, the boy worked there for about one year.
He worked hard with crystal merchant and
enhanced his business. The boy too received a got
commission and earned a bundle of money
enough to buy hundred and twenty sheep, a return
ticket, and a license to import products from
Africa into his own country Spain. The gape of
one year in his journey, demotivated the boy and
he dropped the idea to go to Pyramids. He just
wanted to go to his sheep and buy them back. So
he took the farewell of the crystal merchant and
went to pack his things. When he was packing his
belongings, two stones fell to the floor from his
jacket. They were Urim and Thummim, given to
the boy by the old man, the king of Salem. These
stones reminded the boy some words of the old
man, “Never stop dreaming.” The boy started to
rethink about his decision to go back to his
country. He thought-

“I can always go back to being a shepherd. 1
learned how to care for sheep, and I haven'’t
forgotten how that’s done. But maybe I’ll never
have another chance to get to the Pyramids in
Egypt. ”(page no. 61)

The boy left the shop of crystal merchants and
joined a huge caravan which was prepared to
cross the Sahara, and was schedule to pass
through Al-Fayoum, an Oasis in the desert. In

caravan the boy meets to an English man who was
going to Al-Fayoum to meet an Alchemist, about
whom the people said that he was two hundred
years old, knew well the universal language and
could transform any metal into gold. The boy
became friendly with other members of the
caravan too, like the camel driver.

One night the caravan was informed about the
rumors of the tribal war. The boy experienced a
sense of fear in the air. At that moment once again
the listen the language without words...... the
universal language. On taking the safe side the
caravan took refuge at Al-Fayoum oasis. At the
Oasis Santiago meets Fatima, his true love and the
Alchemist who later guides him to the Pyramids.
Fatima, the woman for desert incorporates herself
with the dream of Santiago and supports him to
continue his journey towards the Pyramids. The
cooperation of Fatima can be noticed in these
lines of the text-

“You have told me about your dreams,
about the old king and your treasure. And you
have told me about omens. So now, I fear
nothing, because it was those omens that
brought you to me. And I am a part of your
dreams, a part of your destiny, as you call it.
That’s I want you to continue toward your
goal. If you have to wait until the war is
over, then wait. But if you have to go before
then, go on in pursuit of your dream. The
dunes are changed by the wind, but the desert
never changes. That’s the way it will be with
our love for each other. If I am really a
part of your dream, you’ll come back one
day.” (page n0.93)

That  refuge-period at  the oasis
contributed a great experience in personality
of the boy that the true love makes the
things more sensible and it strengthen the
loved ones. And in that period the boy too
gets more perfect in understanding the
language of the world. Due this perfection in
understanding the language without words he
could interpret the meaning of the flight of the
hawks and warns the headman of the oasis
about the would be attack of the tribesman.
His prognostication comes true and the pre
preparation done by the men of the oasis on
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the basis of this prognostication helps them
in defeating the arms men.

That correct interpretation of the sign of
the desert by the boy, brought the Alchemist to
him, who guides the boy to reach the Pyramids.
The Alchemist convinces the boy to not to wait
till the end of the war. The boy leaves the caravan
behind and accompanies the Alchemist towards
Pyramids in quest of the treasure.

Throughout the way, the boy was not only be
guided by the Alchemist but was also learnt many
lessons, related to life, from him. Have a look of
this conversation between the boy and the
Alchemist-

“There is only one way
Alchemist answered.

“It is through action. Everything you need to
know you have learned through your journey. You
need to learn only one thing more. ”(page no.120)

to learn,” the

* *

“Is that one thing I still needed to know?”
the boy asked.

“No”, the Alchemist answered, “What you
still need to know is this: before a dream is
realized, the soul of the world tests everything that
was learned along the way. It does this not
because it is evil, but so that we can, in addition
to realizing our dreams, master the lessons we've
learned as we moved toward that dream. That’s
the point at which most people give-up. It’s the
point at which, as we say in the language of the
desert, one ‘dies of thirst just when the palm trees
have appeared on the horizon.” Every search
begins with the beginner’s luck. And every search
ends with the victor’s being severely tested.”
(page no.126,127)

k%

The boy remembered an old proverb from his
country. It said that the darkest hour of the night
came just before the dawn.

The boy faces many adversities during
crossing the desert like the lack of the food and
water, fear of the snakes or other venomous
organisms, an all time possibility to be caught by
the tribesmen involved in war and to be looted by
them. Once even the boy and the Alchemist
encounter with the tribesmen. They managed to

save themselves but the boy had to offer his whole
money against their liberation. But the Alchemist
turns the lead into the gold at a Coptic Monastery,
when they were just three hour distant from the
Pyramids and gives one piece of the gold out of
the four pieces to the boy. After that the
Alchemist returns back leaving the boy behind to
cover the rest distance by his own.

After riding along through the desert for
several hours, the boy got the first glimpse of the
majestic Pyramids of the Egypt. The boy fell to
his knees and wept. He thanked God for making
him to believe in his destiny and for leading him
to meet a king, a crystal merchant, an Englishman,
an Alchemist and above all a woman of the desert
who had told him that love would never keep a
man from his destiny. He was at the point of
finding his treasure, and he reminded himself that
no project is completed until its objective has
been achieved.

Throughout the night, the boy dug at the
places he has chosen, but found nothing. When he
was struggling to dig everywhere, some refugees
of the tribal war approached there. They began to
beat the boy in doubt that he had been hiding
something there. He was bruised and bleeding, his
clothing was torn to shreds, and he felt that death
was near. Finally, the boy screamed at the men,
“I'm digging for treasure!” (page no.154)

He told to his attackers that he had twice
dreamed of a treasure hidden near the Pyramids of
Egypt. On hearing this they stopped beating the
boy. But before leaving the place, the leader of the
group came back to the boy and spoke,

“You are not going to die. You’ll live, and
yvou’ll learn that a man shouldn’t be so
stupid. Two years ago, right there on this spot,
[ had a recurrent dream, too. I dreamed that 1
should travel to the fields of Spain and look
for a ruined church where shepherd and their
sheep slept. In my dream, there was a
sycamore, growing out of the ruins of the
sacristy, and 1 was told that, if 1 dug at the
roots of the sycamore, I would find a hidden
treasure. But I'm not so stupid as to cross an
entire desert just because of a recurrent
dream.” (page no.155)
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After that the group disappeared. The boy
stood in front of the Pyramids feeling that they
laughing at him and he laughed back because now
his heart was full of the joy. Then he knew the
where about of his treasure.

The boy reached the small, abandoned. He sat
looking at the sky for long time. He thought of the
roads he had travelled of the strange way God had
chosen to show him his treasure. He began to dig
at the base of the sycamore and hour later, he had
before him a chest of Spanish gold coins, precious
stones, gold masks and stone statues embedded
with jewels.

And finally the boy realized that the life is
generous to those who pursue their destiny. He
was happy to return to his love, Fatima as
conqueror.

The aim of the most of Indian philosophies is
to explore oneself and to understand that all
reasons of happiness lies within us. The perfection
in doing inner engineering can make it possible to
develop an pleasant personality. If somebody
seeks pleasure in materialistic things only, can
never enjoy the real pleasure and always suffers
due to the unending quest to find something
satisfactory. On the other hand one who realizes
the fact that the ultimate source of peace and
contentment leis within, enjoys the life in real
manner.

But this realization comes after passing many
examinations. To pass each exam one has to keep
his patient, one has to work hard and hard, one
has to go through many sweet and bitter
experiences, sometimes has to full of hope and
sometimes has to be desperate, even one has to
face the disloyalties of loved ones and sometimes
enjoys the sweetness to the true love, one has to
fight with the toughness of this world and has to
motivate himself at the time when the mind and
heart becomes desperate and wish to give-up. If a
person courageously keeps himself firm on the
path, leads to the real treasure, ultimately achieves
it.

Santiago, the shepherd boy too proves
himself the warrior of life. Courageously he
decides to be a shepherd in place of a priest
because he wants to travel, he take his
recurrent dream into his consideration, he

dares to meet a Gypsy woman to understand
the meaning of the dream. But after meeting
the Gypsy woman he was about to give-up
on that dream, but universe contributes to help
him and makes him to meet the King of
Salem, who inspires him to go on a journey
towards the Egyptian Pyramids to find his
treasure.

In very beginning of his journey, when
reaches to Tangier, he was betrayed by a new
friend who eloped with his all money. He works
hard in shop of crystal merchant, earns money
back and understands his capabilities up to some
more extent. After earning enough money he
could go back to his country and could buy his
sheep back but he kept moving further. He joins
the caravan to cross the desert of Sahara. In
caravan, he meets to different people like English
man, Arabs, camel driver and the other members
of the caravan and learns something more about
the world around him. He gets perfection

in  understanding as well as in
interpretation of the language of the world
which is without words. He interprets the
meaning of the flight of the hawks correctly
and saves the oasis from the attack of the
arms men. The Alchemist notices this capacity
of the boy and decides to guide him to the
Egyptian Pyramids. With the help of the
Alchemist the boy crosses the Sahara in
middle of the tribal war.

The boy receives the true love of a girl
of desert but very soon he has to go through
the pain of separation from his girl in manner
to continue his journey toward his goal.
During crossing the desert the boy encounters
with many adversities like the lack of the
food and water, an all time fear to be caught
by the war involved tribes men and wup to
finding his treasure his money was looted two
times in the desert. On reaching the Pyramids
he could not enjoy his achievement very
longer because he was beaten and bruised by
a group of men who were the refugees of the
tribal war.

But all pains of the boy disappeared when
the leader of that group unknowingly spoke
about the real place of the treasure which
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was the same ruined church in Spain from
where the boy thought about his dream
seriously. The words of the Old Man, the true
love of Fatima, the valuable guidance and
teachings of the Alchemist and above all the
grace of the God never let him to give-up.

Likewise an explorer of the life can find
the essence of the life through his own
actions and efforts.
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Pathos and Companionship in the Poetry of Nissim Ezekiel

-Megha Lahane (Research Scholar,Jiwaji University, Gwalior)
-Prof. Archana Agarwal , Dept of English, MLB Arts & Commerce college, Gwalior.

Abstract: Nissim Ezekiel was a poet who always defied categories. He never kept any important subject
out of his purview but always kept it moored to the human universals like love and companionship. In
the city of Mumbai he felt at home but even there it was not easy to find solace in love and the rift that it
caused in his heart from time to time is visible in his poetry. This paper, through his select poems in his

middle period, brings out this feature properly.

Key words: Dudgeon, wistful, harangue, commute, banal, oddball.

Nissim Ezekiel was poet whose ancestry made his
life both very hard and very interesting. He was
an Indian, born and bred but he was of the Jewish
heritage and that heritage along with the cultural
climate of the city of Mumbai gave him a peculiar
experience of history and Indian cultural ethos.
This is what is seen in his poetry.

His Jewish experience introduced pathos in his
life as it induced a sense of loneliness in his
otherwise very rich life. He was much respected
and honored in India for his contribution to the
literary scene of Mumbai and the English
speaking elite of India. But even then he was
alone in the sense that he was a Jew in India.

He explains this experience in many poems of his
youth where it becomes clear that he feels like an
oddball in India, even though he belongs here. In
school he was bullied by various other sects
particularly the other Prophetic Monotheistic sects
like those of the Evangelists and the Wahabis.
This sense of being alone and depending upon
oneself is what gave him the sense of pathos.

He truly believed that he belonged to India but not
in any other city and not in countryside. He knew
he belonged to Mumbai. He always felt at home
in Mumbai and its cosmopolitan scene of Parsis
and Jews and Anglo-Indians making its cultural
elite. This was the true home of Ezekiel and he
never thought that he could settle anywhere else
in the world. This is also shown in his treatment
of the word for his home city. He always called it
Bombay even though it was changed to Mumbai
in his last years. To him it was always Bombay

with its vibrant memory of the Raj. (Anklesaria
25)
One of the most dominant feelings in his middle
and later era poetry is the dominating feeling of
pathos which covers everything. His language
mellows down; even his sense of humor climbs
down a few notches to create a blanket climate of
personal yet philosophical ethos which engulfs the
reader in its enormity.
In his 1974 poem “At Fifty” he muses on the state
of love when a person hits the middle age. His
senses are waning and his sense of fulfillment
increasingly become mental and experiential
rather than intensely physical. And yet, he has the
faculty of love and the capacity to create a
relationship. This is what Ezekiel shows and
portrays in this poem along with many others.
He says that the mellowing down of the body with
advancing years is not such a bad thing until love
remains in life. He is confident that life is not only
bearable but inherently livable with love. It is only
when a person is devoid of all love that one can
say that death truly approaches him. In a
peculiarly reverent way, Ezekiel says that when
this happens to someone that is when you can say
that gods do not love him:

“Everybody dies, but only those

Whom the gods do no love

See the prospect dim

Beyond the power to love.” (Ezekiel 170)
Comparing the experience of the middle aged
hearts to the young lovers he says that their love is
like a rambunctious piece of color on a block of
wood and in any vibrant city you can see love
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flowering on every corner with lovers holding
hands, dressed to impress each other sexually.
This is natural of that age and this is what happens
with everyone who happens to go through the
boisterous period of youth, especially in a big city
like Mumbai.
About someone in his own age he gives a very apt
metaphor and says that “it is the tail that wags the
dog now”. Meaning that though the desire to have
vibrant love in life is still very powerful, the
means to do so are fading and thus it is the desire
which keeps love alive in his life and not the other
way around in which life throws desire and the
moments to fulfill it. (Das 103)
He also says that everyone wants to forever
remain young and never grow old, if only to make
most of love and the opportunities of pleasure that
it provides. However this is not to be so and thus
he is consoled with whatever comes his way and
in whatever way it is possible. What is necessary
is the presence of love even when life is nearing
towards its last lap.
In another of his poem from this era, he explains
the joys of talking to one’s beloved. Talking is
now officially recognized as a therapy in western
cognitive psychology and therapists regularly
advise their patients to have someone to talk to
and if there isn’t anyone then they talk to the
therapist. Talking is therapeutic whether the needs
of men and women are concerned.
When two people are connected to each other
with a bond then they make meaning as they go.
They develop a dialect of love which is exclusive
to them and does not open its secrets to anyone
else other than them. However to them, to just the
two of them, it makes supreme meaning in the
world and thus it is a very meaningful and deep
experience.

“United by our ignorance

We struggle, and the words

Materialize, begin to matter.

Is this surprising, unusual?

Not at all. Language

Is our conspicuous gift: the Word,

Made flesh, is sought again.

We make it as we make our lives.”

(Ezekiel 171)

In another short poem “Notes” written with not
one, not two but three perspectives, this feature of
togetherness becomes once again of primary
importance in the poetry of Ezekiel. The poem is
written in three perspectives. His first perspective
is that of the couple, seeing the world together,
with four eyes merged in one experience.
It is not surprising, given the tone and experience
of Ezekiel that he would brand this experience as
the most pleasant one and this is what it is. The
couple sees the world as it is, but it is still the
most pleasant time of their life, the most
pleasantly experiential memories. They pass by
the daily dreary scenes and yet they look very
beautiful to them. The ordinariness of the daily
life is instantly transferred into something special.
The dreariness of the daily dudgeon is transferred
into happiness. The mundane and the banal
become eternally pleasing. This is how Ezekiel
describes this in his poem with the couple
perspective:

“This, I said, is happiness,

As my woman and I,

Arm in arm,

Passed another beggar

And her new-born child.” (Ezekiel 172)
Ezekiel then in a radical display of technique and
brilliance splits the couple perspective and first he
narrates the existential reality through the eyes of
the woman and then through the eyes of man. The
end result is very interesting. For the things
remain the same. The world is still the same and if
anything it has gotten better as much as the world
is concerned, but the experienced, when the two
lovers are torn apart becomes traumatic for both
of them.
The woman experiences headache and lack of
sleep. The entire world becomes cheerless and
when even the beggar and the scene at the
footpath seemed interesting with the beloved, now
the regular commute looks as boring as life can
be. This is what happens when the lovers and their
perspectives are divorced.
When the man experiences his life without his
beloved the experience comes out the same. There
is just not desire to explore the world, to
experience the phenomenon of life. All that
remains is a wistful belonging. He has his talents
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and his skills but they seem to be lost in the
absence of the beloved. The city seems barren and
there is no joy in the world. Thus, through
technique and perspective Ezekiel demonstrates
the importance of love in life. (Pansey 8)
Even in this era of pathos, Ezekiel never shied
away from the physical love and its depictions in
his poetry is quite vital and full of vigor. The
India of 70s was a very conservative place and
even the intellectual scene in Mumbai was quite
conservative. Love blossomed but often in secret
and open demonstration of love in a conservative
society like India was always frowned upon.
This is what almost every prominent Indian
English poet of the day describes. The difficulty
in finding love in the city and also its expressions,
especially in public. However, Ezekiel was one of
the pioneers in this field too and thus he writes
explicitly about physical love. He seldom cared
about being long and instead delivered his love
sermons in short small quantities. He even tried
his hands on the Japanese technique of haiku
during this time. One haiku just concentrates on
the love and how it unfolds between two old
lovers:

“Unasked, as the day

Declined, she brought out her small

Breasts, to be caressed.” (Ezekiel 174)

This is a small scene, a small poem which
conveys a very short sentiment which is attached
to the love life of two people closely intertwined
and very familiar with each other. Haikus are
known for expressing split-second scenes which
are etched like a photograph on memory,
remembered like a painting deeply impacting the
emotional substrata of someone’s experience.
This is what Ezekiel aims here and this is what in
which he succeeds. Even in other longer poems,
his treatment is brief and he seldom goes into long
harangues and instead achieves instant
identification with both the subject of the poetry
and the intention of the reader.
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The present study aimed to investigate the effect
of emotional intelligence on coping behaviour of
college students. The sample comprised of 200
college Students (N=200, Male=100,
Female=100), randomly selected from different
degree college of Agra city, between the age
range of 18-25 years. The Emotional intelligence
scale by Hyde, Pede & Dhar was used to assess
the emotional intelligence of participants and
coping check list by Rao, Subba Krishna &
Prabhu was used to assess the coping behaviour
of students. Data was analysed using mean, S.D.
and ‘t’ test. Results revealed that high EI group
differed significantly from low EI group with
reference to Problem-focussed coping and some
forms of Emotion-focussed coping namely
Distraction positive, Acceptance/redefinition.

The concept of Emotional Intelligence (EI) has
attracted the researchers and mental health
professionals in recent years. Emotions play a
central role in human interaction. The existence of
emotions as conscious experience is undebatable.
To produce an emotion a stimulus situation must
be related to past experience and should be
perceived as having implication for future. Any
threatening situation can be perceived as “fearful”
or as a ‘“challenge”, depending on the person’s
ability to handle 1it. Thus, our appraisal of
situation and subsequent emotions are strongly
influenced by our own estimation of capability.

Buck (1985) has described emotion as a
process by which motivational potential is
realized or “read out” when activated by a
challenging stimulus. In other words, emotion is
seen as ‘“read out” mechanism which gives
information ~ about = motivational system.
Expression of emotion at the right time and at the
right place and in right degree is not always easy.
So, for a happy life, management of emotions is
essential and this has given rise to the most
popular term “ Emotional Intelligence”.

El is a set of skills which is assumed to
contribute to accurate appraisal and expression of
emotion in oneself and others, the effective
regulation of emotion in self and others, use of
feelings to motivate, plan and achieve desirable
goals.

Emotional Intelligence (EI), according to
Salovey and Mayer (1990) focuses on the
capacity of emotional reasoning in daily life of
people. Emotions serve as a delicate and
sophisticated internal guiding system. They are a
valuable source of information too. This concept
of emotional intelligence has attained great
importance in research field of psychology
because it helps us in understanding the relation
between reason and emotion. The concept of EI
has its root in the concept of” social intelligence
proposed by Thorndike (1920), who defined it as
“The ability to understand and manage men and
women, boys and girls- to act wisely in human
relations.”

Although the concept of EI is quite similar to
the concept of social intelligence but at the same
time, there is slight difference between the two.
For example, self-awareness (intrapersonal
intelligence), empathy and handling relationship
(interpersonal intelligence) are essentially the
domains of social intelligence, but managing
emotions and motivating oneself are from
psychomotor domain.

On one hand IE is broader than social
intelligence, including not only reasoning about
the emotions in social relationships, but reasoning
about internal emotions that are important for
personal (as opposed to social) growth. Moreover,
El is more focussed than social intelligence
because it pertains mainly to the emotional (but
not necessarily verbal) problems embedded in
personal and social problems.

Caruso (2004) is also of the opinion that
“emotional intelligence is not the opposite of
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intelligence. It is not the triumph of heart
overhead; it is the unique interaction of both.”

In the view of Mangal (2003) “one’s emotional
intelligence is a unitary ability (related to but
independent of standard intelligence), helpful in
knowing, feeling and judging emotions in close
cooperation with one’s thinking process, to
behave in proper way, for the ultimate realization
of happiness and welfare of the self in tune with
others.”

The term EI was created by two researchers —
Peter Salovey and John Mayer but the term
became popular in 1995 after publication of
Goleman’s  best-selling  book”  Emotional
Intelligence-why it can matter more than 1Q”. The
term  Emotional Quotient (EQ) is used
interchangeably with EI which in layman’s
language refers to knowing what feels good and
what feels bad and how to get good from bad.

Goleman, 1998 pointed out that “high IQ does
not always predict who will succeed in life.
Psychologists agree that role of IQ in success is
only 20% and the rest is attributed to EI.” He
further writes that “emotional intelligence is a
master aptitude, a capacity that profoundly affects
all other abilities, either facilitating or interfering
with them “(Goleman,2007).

Mayer and Salovey, (1990) define emotional
intelligence as “The ability to monitor one’s own
and others’ feelings and emotions, to discriminate
among them and to use this information to guide
one’s thinking and action”.

Bar-On. (1997) gave the view that “Emotional
intelligence reflect one’s ability to deal with daily
environmental challenges and helps predict one’s

success in life, including professional and
personal pursuits. “
Goleman (2008) defined emotional

intelligence (EI) or emotional quotient (EQ) as the
capacity of individuals to recognize their own,
and other peoples’ emotions, to discriminate
between different feelings and label them
appropriately, to use emotional information to
guide thinking and behaviour, and to manage
and/or adjust emotions to adapt to environment or
achieve one’s goals.

The concept of EI refers to a comprehensive
package of individual skills and dispositions

usually considered as soft skills or inter and
intrapersonal skills which make a competency
profile of a person. Such skills are beyond the
traditional area of specific knowledge, general
intelligence and technical, or professional skills
(Perkins et al., 2005)

If we analyze the different definitions of EI, we
find that it helps the individual to recognize
truthfully the dynamics of behaviour because it
provides the capacity to appraise correctly the
stressful situation and thus enables him/ her to
cope in a realistic manner.

Although many of individual’s acts are directed
towards satisfying his needs and drives, but we
must not imagine him as a victim of his needs and
drives, he has many coping mechanisms.

Coping is basically, a psychological concept. In
its broadest sense, any attempt that a person takes
to deal with the stressful situation are included in
coping process. Lazarus and Folkman (1984)
have defined coping from a psychological point of
view as “the process of managing (mastering,
tolerating or reducing) external or internal
demands that are appraised as taxing or exceeding
the resources of the person.” The definition
involves in it several out functions such as
considering the coping as process rather than trait
or style, management rather than mastery and
most importantly by ‘appraisal’ which indicates
the central role of mediation of psychological
variables. Coping is viewed as initiating the
mobilization of efforts.

The range of this behaviour can be from the
most casual efforts to complicated form of
problem solving; from the highly productive
behaviour to the most pathological reactive
attempts, and from the most rational to most
irrational efforts.

Yager (1989) defined “coping as psychological,
emotional, cognitive and behavioural efforts used
to manage the constantly changing internal and
external demands that tax and overwhelm the
ordinary resources of a person.”

Littman (1979) explained coping as a “highly
individualized intrapsychic defense against
threat.”
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Gelfand (1980) conceptualized coping as
“conscious and unconscious ways of dealing with
stress without changing one’s goal.”

Billings and Moos (1982) consider coping as a
stabilizing factor that may be helpful to the
individual in maintaining his psychological
balance and protecting his adaptation during the
period of stress.

Natara and Oxford (1992) described coping
“as a complex cognitive, intellectual and
individual concept”. According to them, it is
useful in understanding how stressful situations
are handled by people. Appropriate coping can
solve the problem and prevent future difficulties
or can be helpful in alleviating anxiety of the
person under stress.

Psychologists have classified coping in
different ways. There are two main conceptual
approaches to categorize coping which are
generally used by psychologists.

The first approach is based on orientation or
focus of coping. This implies that individual can
approach the problem and make active efforts to
resolve it; and/or he can avoid the problem and
focus his attention mainly on managing the
emotions associated with it. The first may be
termed as approach/problem focused coping and
the second one may be termed as avoidance or
emotion focused coping. The emphasis of second
approach is on the method of coping. This implies
that the response used by the individual can be
primarily cognitive or behavioural or a
combination of both.

Studies have revealed that the people with high
EI cope with stressful situations in a better way.
Salovey et al. (1999) have proposed that EI could
be a key factor differentiating between those
people who are able to successfully deal with
stressful encounters as compared to those who
face difficulty in similar situations. Lazarus,
(1999) has also argued that people could cope
with similar situations very differently.

According to Lazarus, coping is the constantly
changing cognitive behavioural and emotional
efforts to manage particular external and/or
internal demands that are appraised as taxing or
exceeding the resources of a person (Lazarus and
Folkman,1984).

Matthews and Zeidner (2001) are of the
opinion that the successful coping with stressful
encounters is the main characteristic of emotional
intelligence. Successful coping forms, the basis
for good physical and mental health. Through
successful coping, we are able to survive many
challenges that we face during the course of life
and flourish as a person.

Objectives: The present study was under taken
with the following objectives

1. To study the effect of emotional
intelligence on problem focussed coping.
2. To study the effect of emotional

intelligence on emotion focussed coping and on
its five modes namely Distraction-positive,
Distraction-negative, Acceptance/ Redefinition,
Religion/ Faith, Denial/ Blame.

3. To study the effect of Emotional
intelligence on problem and Emotion focussed
coping-Social support.

Hypothesis:

1. There will be no significant difference in
the problem focussed coping of high and low EI
group.

2. There will be no significant difference in
emotion focussed coping and its five modes of
high and low EI group.

3. There will be no significant difference in
the problem and emotion focussed coping of high
and low EI group.

Sample:  The sample of the present study
included 200 college students, randomly selected
from the five degree colleges of Agra city
between the age range of 18-25 years. The sample
included equal no of males and females students
of Arts, Science and Commerce faculty.

Tools:

Emotional Intelligence Scale: - The Emotional
intelligence of subjects was assessed through
Emotional Intelligence scale developed by
Anukool Hyde Sanjyot Pede and Upinder Dhar
(2007). This scale has 34 items which include 10
factors of emotional intelligence.

Validity: - The test has high face validity. It
also has high content validity as all the items were
related to the wvariable under study. The
assessment of judges and experts makes it clear
that the items are related directly to Emotional
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Intelligence. Further its validity was also
calculated from the coefficient of reliability.
(Garrett, 1981) Through this method, reliability
index was found to be 0.93 which indicates the
high validity of the test.

Scoring: - The scoring of the scale is very
simple. The scoring is done manually and no
scoring key is provided. There are five alternative
responses viz strongly agree, agree, neutral,
disagree and strongly disagree. A score of 5 is
provided to strongly agree, 4 for agree, 3 for
neutral, 2 for disagree and 1 for strongly disagree.

Coping check list: In order to assess the
coping behaviour of the respondents, coping
check list by Kiran Rao, Subba Krishna and
Prabhu (1989) was used. It is an open ended 70
items check list relating to things people generally

do in times of stress. Revathi, (1989) modified
the list for use with college students. The
modified list consists of 76 items in it and the
same was used in present investigation. There are
two alternatives for each item. A score of one is
given for yes and zero for no.

The check list is very comprehensive but easy
to use. The 76 items of the scale have been
divided in 7 subscales. The reliability of the test
was determined by test-retest method and it was
found to be 0.74. The internal consistency (alpha
ranges between 0.75-0.85). The test has high
content validity.

Results: Mean, S.D. and ‘t’ test were used to
find out the effect of emotional intelligence on
different modes of coping. The obtained results of
the study have been given below-

Table No-1
Mean, S.D. and ‘t’ value for different Coping style

High EI Low EI Level of
S.No Coping Styles N Group Group SED | ‘t Significance

Mean S.D. | Mean | S.D.
1 Problem focussed coping 200 | 7.38 1.52 ] 6.63 1.57 |.219 |343].01
2 Emotion focussed coping 200 | 27.88 5.81|26.77 | 5.86 | .824 1.35 | NS
1 Distraction-Positive 200 | 8.37 274 | 7.41 2.53 373 [2.57].05
11 Distraction-Negative 200 | 1.66 1.56 | 2.12 1.89 | .245 1.88 | NS
111 Acceptance/ Redefinition 200 | 9.06 1.52 {833 |2.02 |.252 |2.89].01
v Religion/ Faith 200 | 3.73 1.92 | 3.48 1.86 |.267 | .94 | NS
\% Denial/ Blame 200 | 5.06 2031543 |2.25 .303 1.22 | NS
3 Problem & Emotion 200 | 5.40 1.90 | 4.89 1.80 | .261 1.95 .10

Focussed Coping

Problem focussed coping It involves the
activities that directly deal with the stressful
situation. Problem focussed coping serves the
function of finding a set of actions that are
effective in bringing about the desired outcomes.
It is generally used when control is perceived over
stressful situation. It involves the strategies as
thinking on the problem again and again,
anticipating the probable consequences of the
stressful situation and thinking new solutions of
the problem.

It is clear from the table no 1 that this strategy
is used more by high EI group (M=7.38) than the
low EI group (M=6.63). The difference between
the two groups is statistically significant (t=3.43,

p=<.01). Hence, it is clear that the Problem
focussed coping is used more by high EI group.

The reason for this may be that the people who
are high in emotional intelligence have the control
over their emotions. So, at the time of stressful
situation they do not lose their balance and try to
deal with a problem in a balanced manner.
Cognitive appraisal is an important aspect of
stress-coping process and when an individual does
not lose control over his thoughts and emotions,
he may be better able to evaluate the different
aspect of stressful situation and take the
appropriate action.

Emotion focused coping The difference
between the two groups with regard to EFC is
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statistically insignificant as the obtained ‘t’ value
(t=1.35,p>.05) is not significant but the
comparison of the mean of two groups in this
regards revels that high EI group has used these
coping strategies more than the low EI group as
the mean value of both these groups is (M=27.88)
and (M=26.77) respectively.

In this regard the views of Stannon, Danoff-
Burg, Camerson & Ellis, (1994) are noteworthy.
According to these psychologists, Emotion
focussed coping is both constructive emotional
expression and explosive emotional discharge. It
removes some of the distress that interferes with
problem focussed efforts and thus can make
problem focussed coping easier. Similarly,
problem focussed coping can render a threat less
forbidding, thereby diminishing emotional
distress. Certain kinds of coping reactions have
both problem focussed and emotion focussed
aspects (Lazarus & Folkman, 1984).

There are various forms of Emotion focussed
coping and the people with high / low Emotional
intelligence may use these strategies in different
ways. These forms of Emotion focussed coping
are as follows

I.  Distraction-Positive This type of Coping
includes such activities as going on vacation,
practicing Yoga, meditation and physical
exercise, do some creative work such as writing
stories & poems etc, helping people in need,
listening to music etc. In this form of coping the
person focusses his or her attention on activities
that are positive in nature but they are not in the
direction of solving the problem or dealing with
stressful situation.

In this regard it is clear from the
table no 1 that this strategy was being used
more by the subjects who are high in Emotional
Intelligence (M=8.37, High EI group) than the
subjects who are low in Emotional Intelligence
(M=7.41, Low EI group). The obtained ‘t” value
2.57 is significant at 0.05 level. Which indicates
that the difference between the two groups is
statistically significant.

The reason for this may be that the problem
focussed coping is used by the people in that
condition, when they feel that situation is under
their control. But when they feel that, dealing

directly with problem will be of little use, they
make themselves busy in other positive
activities.

II. Distraction-Negative This coping strategy
includes activities that do not solve the problem
but make the situation even worse. It includes
the activities like taking drugs and indulge in
chance games such as lottery or gambling etc.

The perusal of table no-1 Makes it clear that
there is not significant difference in the use of
this coping strategy between high and low EI
groups. But the mean value of both the groups
indicates that low EI group uses this strategy
more than the high EI groups as the mean value
for the high EI group (M=1.66) is less than the
low EI group (M=2.12). Though the obtained
‘t” value (t=1.87) is less than being significant
at .05 level i.e. 1.96. But the trend shows that
distraction negative is used more by low EI
group as compared to high EI group.

The reason for this may be that people with
high EI have better understanding of their own
emotion and emotion of others. They have
ability to manage their emotions and the ability
to keep themselves motivated. So, they do not
distract themselves from main problem by
indulging in negative activities.

III.  Acceptance / Redefinition This form of
coping involves such strategies as accepting the
situation if nothing can be done, reappraising
the situation and focussing on positive aspect of
it, seeing some good in the problem, being
optimistic about future, feel consoled to see the
people who are in more troublesome conditions
etc.

This form of coping the difference
between high EI group and low EI group is
statistically significant as obtained ‘t’ value
(t=2.89, p<.01), which is significant at .01 level.
The mean score of high EI group (M=9.06) is
larger than the low EI group (M=8.33).

The reason for this may be that the people
who have high emotional intelligence know to
appraise and control their emotional states and
therefore instead of being overwhelmed by the
situation, try to maintain their calm and try to
find out what best can be done in this situation.
Contrary to this, the people who have less
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emotional intelligence are not able to redefine

the stressful situation due to their emotional

discomfort and so are not able to focus on all
aspects of the situation and to take positive
action in it.

IV. Religion / Faith This form of coping
includes such strategies as going on pilgrimage,
consulting the astrologer or faith healer, reading
religious books to cope with stressful situation.

The difference in these coping strategies
between high and low EI group was found to be
statistically insignificant (t=.936, p>.05). If we
compare the Mean values of the two groups, we
find that the high EI group is using this type of
coping slightly more than the low EI group as
the mean value of high EI group is larger
(M=3.73) than the low EI group (M=3.48).

The reason for this may be that religion is

the back bone of the Indian society and most of
the people in India have faith in God. So, they
will definitely turn to religion at the time of
stress. This may give them emotional strength
and to take appropriate action to deal with
stressful situation.
V. Denial / Blame This form of coping
includes such activities as wishful thinking,
imagination, blaming the fate or self or others,
denying the reality, expecting a miracle etc. The
difference in this form of coping strategies is
not statistically significant as the obtained ‘t’
value (t=1.21, p>.05), is insignificant. If we
compare the Mean values of the two groups, we
find that the low EI group (M=5.43) has used
these coping strategies slightly more than the
high EI group (M=5.06). Hence it can be
concluded that the two groups do not differ
much in this form of coping.

Problem and Emotion focussed coping: It
includes in it the coping style such as social
support. It is clear from the table No-1. that high
EI group was using this cooping strategy more
than the low EI group. Though the difference
between the two groups is statistically
insignificant but the obtained ‘t’ value 1.95 is very
close to being significant at .05 level i.e. 1.96. The
reason for this may be that social support which is
a form of problem and emotion focussed coping
strategies has a very broad meaning. It may be in

the form of tangible assistance or in the form of
seeking better appraisal of the situation or it may
be in the form of emotional support, implying that
one is loved and cared for. So, the people with
high EI utilise their emotional knowledge to take
help from others in achieving their goals. Hence
in stressful situations they may not hesitate in
taking help or support from others.

Discussion: The study was conducted to
ascertain the effect of emotional intelligence on
various forms of coping. In this regard eight
hypotheses in null form were formulated and out
of which only three were rejected and five were

accepted.
The hypotheses related to the effect of
emotional intelligence on problem focussed

coping was rejected as the difference in problem
focussed coping of high and low EI group was
found to be statistically significant which
indicates that the high EI group was using
problem focussed coping more than the low EI
group. The results are in tuned with the results
obtained by Barret et al. (2000) & Salovey
(1999). They pointed out that EI could be a key
factor to differentiate between people who adapt
well in the stressful situation and those who feel
setback in such situations. These studies also
revealed that problem focussed was been used
more by the high EI group than the low EI group.

Similarly, the findings of the present study
revealed that Distraction-positive coping strategy
was used more by the high EI group than the low
EI group. Distraction-positive is a strategy which
is positive in nature and it can be termed as a form
of functional coping strategy. Prashang & Singh
(2008), in their study found that the high EI
people use distraction-positive more than low EI
group.

Acceptance / redefinition coping strategy was
being used more by the high EI group than the
low EI group and the difference between the two
group was significant at .01 level. Acceptance is a
functional coping response because a person who
accepts the reality of stressful situation would
seem to be person who is engaged in efforts to
deal with the situation. Acceptance may occur at
two levels. It may be at level of primary appraisal
in which the person assesses the severity of
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stressful situation and feels that the Stressor is
something that must be accommodated to, as
oppose to circumstances in which the stressor can
easily be changed or avoided. At the time of
secondary appraisal, the person feels that the
adequate coping strategy is not available to deal
with stress.

In the present study, social support which is a
form of problem and emotion focussed coping
was used more by the high EI group. These results
are in tune with the results obtained by Gohn
Corse and Dalsky (2005). Who in their study
examined the relationship between Emotional
Intelligence & Mental Health and also between EI
& Coping strategies. It was revealed through
study that Emotional Intelligence was negatively
correlated with behaviour disengagement and
alcohol-drug engagement which are the forms of
non-functional coping strategies. The aspect
managing emotions was positively corelated with
certain other cooping styles such as seeking social
support-emotional and seeking social support-
instrumental and religious coping styles.

Conclusion: The college students with high EI
were using problem focussed coping more than
the students with low EI. Similarly, the high EI
group was higher in the use of problem and
emotion focussed coping. High EI group was also
using distraction-positive and
Acceptance/Redefinition coping strategies more
than low EI group. Thus, it can be concluded on
the basis of results that high emotional
Intelligence is helpful in dealing with the stresses
of life. The study highlights the need to develop
emotional intelligence in students so that they
may be able to adapt to the stresses of life in an
adequate way.

References: -
1. Bar-On, R. (1997). Multi-health systems, The
Emotional Quotient Inventory (EQ-i). Technical

manual, Toronto. Canada

2. Barrett, L.F. & Gross, J. (2000). Emotion representation
and regulation: A process model of Emotional
Intelligence. New York: Guilford

3. Billings, A.C. & Moos, R.H. (1982). Social support
and function among community and clinical groups: A
panel model. Journal of behavioural medicine, 5, 295-
312.

4.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Buck, R. (1985). Cited in Emotional Quotient: The
emerging H.R. Planning Benchmark. Indian
Management, 76-80.

Caruso, B.R. & Salovey, P. (2004). The emotionally
intelligent manager: How to develop and use the four
key emotional skills of leadership. San Francesco:
Jossey- Bass.

Gelfand, R. (1980). Glossary: Comprehensive text book
of psychiatry. Vol 3, 3" Ed., 3306-3365.

Gohm, C.L. & Corser, G.C. & Delsky, D.J. (2005).
Emotional Intelligence under  Stress:  Useful,
Unnecessary, or irrelevant? Personality and individual
differences, 39, 1017-1028

Goleman, D. (1996). Emotional Intelligence: Why it
can matter more than IQ. New York, NY: Banton
Books.

Goleman, D. (1998). Working with

intelligence. New York, NY: Bantom Books.
Goleman, D. & Boyatzis, R. (2008). Social Intelligence
and the biology of leadership. Harvard Business
Review, 86(9), 74-81.

Lazarus, R.S. & Folkman, S. (1984). Stress, appraisal
and coping, New York: Springer.

Littman, G.K. (1979). Differences in relapse precipitant
and coping behaviour between alcohol relapse and
survivors. Behaviour Research and Therapy, 17, 89-94.
Mangal, S.K. (2003). Advanced Educational
Psychology, (2™ edition), New Delhi, Prentice Hall of
India Pvt Ltd, 324,326,327.

Matthews, G. & Zeidner, M. (2001). Emotional
intelligence, adaptation to stressful encounters and
health outcomes. In R. Bar-On & J.D.A. Parker (Eds),
The handbook of emotional intelligence, San Francisco,
CA: Jossey-Bass/Pfeiffer.

Natara & Oxford (1992). Research on development of
family abilities for the treatment of problems of alcohol
abuse. Mexican Institute of Psychiatry. In drug-
dependence from molecular to social levels (Ed.). Jaine
Cohere Yanez et al. Elsvier Science Publication,
Amsterdam, 134, 94-107.

Perkins, D.O., Gu, H., Boteva, K. & Lieberman, J.A.
(2005). Relationship between duration of untreated
psychosis and outcome in first episode Schizophrenia:
A critical review and meta-analysis. American Journal
of psychiatry, 162(10), 1785-1804

Prashang, B. & Singh, M. (2008). Emotional
Intelligence and the use of coping strategies. National
Academy of Psychology, India, 53(1), 81-82.

Salovey, P. & Mayer, J.D. (1990). Emotional
Intelligence. Imagination Cognition and personality,
9(1), 185-211.

Salovey,P. & BedellLB.T. & Detweiler,J.B. &
mayer,J.D. (1999). Coping intelligently: Emotional
intelligence and the coping process. In C.R. Snyder
(Ed). Coping: The psychology of what works, p.p.
(144-164). New York: Oxford.

emotional

Vol.7 | Issue 1 | January 2020 27

www.newmanpublication.com



New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies ISSN: 2348-1390
A Peer-Reviewed and Indexed Monthly Journal Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIF)

20. Stanton, A.L. & Danoff-Burg, S. & Camerson, C.L.&

Ellis, A.P. (1994). Coping through emotional approach:

Conceptualization and confounding. Journal
personality and social psychology, 78, 1150-1169.

of

21. Thorndike, E.L. (1920). Intelligence and its use.

Harper’s magazine, 140, 227-235.

Qaa

22. Yager, J. (1989). Clinical manifestation of psychiatric

disorder. Comprehensive textbook of psychiatry, Vol.l,
5% Ed. H. Kaplan, and B. Saddock (Eds.). Baltimore:
Williams Wilkins.

Vol.7 | Issue 1 | January 2020

28

www.newmanpublication.com



New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies
A Peer-Reviewed and Indexed Monthly Journal

6.

Evaluation of Reading Skills in English among the Students of Upper
Primary Classes: A Case Study in AP and Telangana

Dr.Nageswara Rao Chelli,
Post Doctoral Fellow (ICSSR), University of Hyderabad

Abstract: This study aimed at Evaluation and
challenges in the development of Reading skills such
as Read the text carefully, silent letter words, complete
the sentence, match these parts of sentence, re arrange
the sentence. For the purpose of study four eighty
students has been selected from rural and urban areas
of AP and Telangana. Initially to test the Proper use of
Grammar laid in the curriculum in upper primary
school level students. AP and Telangana were selected
on the basis of the rural and urban literacy rate of
education competitively to the state literacy rate 64%
(2011). Based on that one twenty students from urban
and one twenty students from rural were selected from
AP and Telangana, each study area the study keeping
in mind the convenience and administration support. A
questionnaire with ten variables was utilized as the
instruments of the study. The findings revealed that
Telugu medium students English as their second
language have problem in reading tasks especially in
language use. The study suggests some practical
methods in order to cope with reading difficulties.

Keywords: Reading skill, English Second Language,
Evaluation, Fluency, Education Performances

1. Introduction

The main emphasis of the paper is to
understand the Evaluation of language skills
among school children and language use at Upper
Primary School level. In the recent national
curriculum review popularly known as National
Curriculum Framework-2005 (NCF) brings out
the issue of English language as a subject of study
and medium of instruction at 1% class onwards. It
further says that “The level of introduction of
English has now become a matter of political
response to people aspirations rendering almost
irrelevant an academic debate on the merits of
very early introduction.” State of Telangana
introduced English subject as second language
from 3™ class in the government schools of

United Andhra Pradesh from the academic year
2008-2009.

This subject of the study is based on Language
as an increasingly important area in Socio
linguistics. Language is often regarded as a skill
rather than knowledge itself. It is generally
understood to be a matter of doing than of
knowing. While absorbing the mother tongue, the
first skill that a child acquires is the ability to
understand the spoken word, involving the skill of
listening. As a progress, the child tries to
reproduce these sound sequences to express
his/her own desires and needs and thereby
acquires the skill of speaking. Hence, the basic
skills can be said, constitute one’s language
ability. On the other hand, though qualified as
secondary, it is worth noting that the ability
reading is significant, illustrating matters of
literacy.

It is a systematic process of recoding speech
sounds through a symbol system (alphabets). It is
a learned skill, not an acquired one. It requires
training in the art of Reading. In both an
individual’s life and in the life of mankind,
Reading comes after a speech. In human history,
these came on later stage while speech was the
first medium of communication. Most of us have
difficulty in writing because it seems to require
more efforts in terms of care, and in terms of
thought, than speaking does. Speaking is
spontaneously in most cases, whereas Reading
always carries with it the notation of correctness
of grammar uses, of appropriate expression and
comprehension on the reader’s side, which are
aspects that make it difficult for us in terms of
effort and time.

Evaluation of Language Skills among School
Children in Upper Primary Classes
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Reading is getting meaning from the
printed page. Actually, there are no meanings on
the printed page. There are only symbols that
stand for meanings. Printed symbols are such can
only stimulate recall of familiar concepts. New
meanings come from the manipulation concepts
recalled by the reader. According to the Bond and
Thinker (1957), reading involves the recognition
of written or printed symbols which serve as
stimuli for recall of meanings built up through the
readers past experience. New meanings are
derived through manipulation of concepts already
with reader’s possession.  Applied linguistics
inherited the view of language as speech and
writing as an orthographic.

2. Research Questions

First, we ask, what is the empirical
relationship between Telugu ESL students
Reading problem with English as a subject? This
question allows us to test whether there is more
congruence of Telugu as mother tough than
English as subject of learning. We ask: has the
congruence between ESL students Reading
problems and origins of Telugu students in
increased more in rural areas than urban areas?
Finally, to analyse the interaction of ESL students
and origins of government upper primary schools
with reference to the parental social status,
education and income on specific outcomes of
students’ performance in Reading skills, We ask
do Telugu ESL students find it harder to learn
English as a subject at upper primary level in
government run schools.

3. Data and Measurement

For the final try out of the study four eighty
students from AP and Telangana were selected.
Initially the schools of the AP and Telangana
states were listed, within that among Guntur and
Rangareddy were selected on the basis of the high
frequency literacy rate of education competitively
to the state literacy rate 66% (2011). Based on
that twenty schools were selected for the study,
each study area the study keeping in mind the
convenience and administration support.

4. Methods

In the study multi stage cluster sampling
approach' has been adopted. In the first stage of
sampling selection is based on schools located in
urban and rural with high proficiency rate of
English language. To ensure there would be
enough students for each type of school to collect
data and compare by groups, twenty public upper
primary schools of AP and Telangna, with in that
Guntur from AP, Rangareddy from Telangana
were selected for the study, to test reading skills.
In the Second stage a structured questionnaire has
been distributed to the students to collect data
related to English language Reading skills. Then a
sample of students in each selected section has
been chosen to conduct written test by applying
random sampling method. Under Reading, there
are five indicators are used for understanding their
ability of Reading process. Further, the researcher
also makes clear picture between rural and urban
school students' performance from the selected
indicators.

5. Results and Analysis

We employ two techniques to analyze
classified tables to study the association between
student in schools, social and parental background
in learning English as a subject at government run
Upper Primary Schools in AP and Telangana. To
do this systematically to address the problems of
Telugu ESL Reading performance, the researcher
carefully designed his questionnaire and followed
two methods to obtain information. For the
purpose schematic representation of the Reading
tests was conducted by using the questionnaire
method. The following table gives you a clear
picture of schematic representation of writing
skills of students.

Table 1.1 A schematic representation of the
reading tests used in the questionnaire to obtain
the students’ reading performance through the
following indicators is given below.

Tools Used in the Study

! Cluster sampling is a sampling technique used when natural groupings
are evident in a statistical population. In this technique, the total population
divided into these cluster/groups and a sample of the groups is selected.
The cluster should be jointly exclusive and collectively full. In single stage
cluster sampling, all the elements from each of the selected cluster are
used. In multi-stage cluster sampling, a random sampling technique is
applied to the elements from the each of the selected clusters
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S
NO Tools Used Purpose served Author
1 Read the text Fluency and accuracy Investigator
carefully test
Silent Letter The ability to spell .
2 Words words correctly Investigator

Complete the The ability to select the .

3 P . Investigator
sentence word in given options

4 Match these parts | The ablllty to make Tnvestigator
of sentences meaningful sentence

5 Rearrange the The ablhty to keep order Investigator
sentences of their occurrence

1.2 Area and Age wise students participation in the Study

70
60 Age 61
50
40 -fﬂ}—

36 39
30
20
10 11

—= AU‘/S
0 0
APPIKATLA BAPATLA GDOODI MASEEDBAND
Area
e Age 11 Age 12 emmmmAge 13 em—pge 14 Age 15

1.2The above table displays the age range of the students according to their classes. It can be
observed that the total number of students is same in 5", 6 and 7" classes. However, the age range of
students is different from each class and within the class.

1.3 gender wise students participation in the study

90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Gende

r

67
53

0

APPIKATLA BAPATLA

Area

GDOODI MASEEDBAND |

= Gender Gender(F) ==Gender Gender(M)

Table 1.3 displays the distribution of
students of different areas, gender wise
student’s percentage and their participation in
the investigation/ research. The table shows that
an equal number of the students from rural and
urban, where 240 students from Telangana and

240 students from Andhra Pradesh have
participated in this research. The distribution is
maintained in accordance with the class gender
aspect and in rural-urban ratio, as shown strictly
by the numbers: 240 students from rural and 240
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students from urban randomly selected from two

| states for the study.

1.4 According to their Mother Tongue participation of the students

450 -

400 - 404

350 -

300 Mother Toungue

250 -

200 -

150 -

100 - 113 e S - o5

50 -

0 -
APPIKATLA BAPATLA GDOODI MASEEDBAND | Total |

Area
e Vlother.Tongue H = \other.Tongue K
== other.Tongue L e \other.Tongue M
e \other.Tongue T e other.Tongue U

Table 1.4 displays the distribution of students of
different areas and different mother tongues of
students participated in this investigation/
research. The rest of the 76 speakers are from
different mother tongues, it may be Hindi,
Kannada, Lambadi/Banjara, Marathi, Urdu
students from rural and urban paticipated, where
240 students from Telangana and 240 students
1.5 Telugu as Medium of Instruction

from Andhra Pradesh have participated in this
research. The distribution is maintained in
accordance with the area and Mother tongue wise
students’ percentage in rural-urban ratio, as shown
strictly by the numbers: 240 students from rural
and 240 students from urban randomly selected
from Andhra and Telangana for the study.

140 -
120

450

Medium of Instruction

120

PRoV-

120 -
100 -
80 -
60 -
40 -
20 A

12U

12U

APPIKATLA BAPATLA

Area

GDOODI

MASEEDBAND |

= [Vedium.of.Instruction T
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Table 1.5 displays the distribution of student’s
different areas and Medium wise participation in
the investigation/ research. The table shows that
an equal number of the students from different
areas participated in this study. Whereas all
participated students in this study are from
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh are Telugu as their
Medium of Instruction in their respective schools.

1.6 Participation of Rural and Urban Ratio

6, 7" and 8" equal ratios of students have
participated in this research. The distribution is
maintained in accordance with the medium aspect
and in rural-urban ratio, as shown strictly by the
numbers: 240 students from rural and 240
students from urban randomly selected for the
study.

Type of School
140 -+
120 - 120 120 120 120
100 -~
80 -
60 -
40 -
20 A
0 0
0 0 0
APPIKATLA BAPATLA GDOODI MASEEDBAND |
Area |
== Type.of.School R e Type.of.School U

Table 1.6 displays the distribution of
students of different area and type of school
students in the investigation/ research. The table
shows that an equal number of the students from
rural and urban are selected for this study.. The

distribution is maintained in accordance with the
in rural-urban ratio, as shown strictly by the
numbers: 240 students from rural and 240
students from urban are randomly selected for the
study.

1.6 Parent (Farmers) students Participated in the Study
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100 -+
90 -
80 -
70 -
60 -
50 A
40 -
30 -
20 -
10 -

0

APPIKATLA

BAPATLA

M Father.Occupation 6

Fathers occupation

Father.Occupation 7 ® Father.Occupation 8 M Father.Occupation Total

GDOODI MASEEDBAND

According to the survey conducted, Table 1.5
displays the parents’ occupation (Farmer) wise
students’ participation, out of 120 respondents
of rural students of Appikatal of Andhra pradesh
female are 47(51.60%) male students
are44(48.40%), over all 91 parents
occupation(farmer) wise students participations.
Within this 91 respondents, 6th class female

17(54.80%) male 14(45.20%), 7" class female
17(60.70%) malell (39.30%), 8™ class femalel3
(40.60%) male 19(59.40%). parents’ occupation
wise students’ participation, out of 120
respondents of rural students of Appikatal of
Andhra pradesh female are 47(51.60%) male
students are44(48.40%), over all 91 parents
occupation(farmer) wise students participations.

1.6.1 Parent (Private Employ) students participated in the study

80 -
70 -
60 -
50
40
30
20
10
0

APPIKATLA BAPATLA

B Father.Occupation 6 M Father.Occupation 7

Private Employ

GDOODI MASEEDBAND

Father.Occupation 8 M Father.Occupation Total

1.6.2 The parents’ occupation (Private Employ)
wise students’ participation, out of 120
respondents of rural students of Appikatala of

Andhra Pradesh male students are 1(100%), AP
rural Private Employees are nil. Parents
occupation (Private Employ) wise students
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participation of Urban Bapatla of Andhra Pradesh
female are 6(46.20%) male are 7(53.80%), over
all parents occupation (Private Employ) wise
students  participations 13(100%).  Rural
(Govuladoddi) parents’ occupation(PE) wise
students’ participation, out of 120 respondents of
Govuladoddi  of Telanagana female are
20(44.40%) male are 25(55.60%), over all

parents occupation (others) wise students
participations 45(100%).Urban (Maseedbanda)
parents’ occupation wise students’ participation,
out of 120 respondents of Maseedbanda of
Telangana female are29(42%) male are 40(58%),
over all parents occupation (PE) wise students
participations 69(100%)

1.8 Parents (others) students participated in the study

100 -+
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

0

APPIKATLA BAPATLA

M Father.Occupation 6 H Father.Occupation 7

Others

GDOODI MASEEDBAND

Father.Occupation 8 M Father.Occupation Total

The parents’ occupation (others) wise students’
participation, out of 120 respondents of rural
students of Appikatala of Andhra Pradesh female
are 6(21.40%) male students are 22(78.60%),
Parents  occupation(Others) wise  students
participation of Urban Bapatla of Andhra pradesh
female are 43(48.30%) male are 46(51.70%), over
all parents occupation (others) wise students
participations 89(100%). Rural (Govuladoddi)

parents’  occupation(others) wise students’
participation, out of 120 respondents of
Govuladoddi of Telanagana female

are17(31.50%) male are 37(68.50%), over all
parents occupation (others) wise students
participations 54(100%).Urban (Maseedbanda)
parents’ occupation wise students’ participation,
out of 120 respondents of Maseedbanda of
Telangana female are21(60%) male are 14(40%),
over all parents occupation (others) wise students
participations 35(100%).

Summary

As we observe the above Reading Test -1,
1 mark secured rural female (100%) and male
(75%) urban female (100%) male are (88%).
When it comes to see zero mark secured rural
female students are nil and male (25%), urban
female (0%) male (11%). If we see Reading test
1A (complete the sentence by given options) over
all rural female and male students secured higher
than the urban students. As we observe the above
Reading Test 1B, zero marks secured rural male
(75%) and female (87%) urban male (77%)
female (91%). When it comes to see Imark
secured ruralfemale students (12%) and male
(25%) urban female (9%) male (22%). If we see
Reading test 1b (complete the sentence by given
options) over all rural female and male students
secured higher than the urban students.

As we observe the above Reading Test -2,
zero marks secured rural female are (50%) and
male (58%), urban female (27.7%) male
(66.67%). When it comes to Imark secured rural
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female students are (12.50%) and male (25%),
urban female nil male also nil. 2marks secured
rural female are 12.50 and male are 8.33%, when
it comes urban female and male are zero. If we
will see three marks secured female are 25.8%
male are 8.33%. rural female are 25% male
8.33%. urban female are 72.73% and male are
33.33%. if we will see the over all performance of
the students 1 and two marks secured rural
students higher than urban. When it comes to
three marks secured urban students are high in
percentage.

As we observe the above Reading Test-3,
zero marks secured rural female are (87.50%) and
male (75%), wurban female (90.91%) male
(66.67%). When it comes to 1mark secured rural
female students are (12.50%) and male (25%),
urban female (9.09%) male (33.33%). if we can
see the over all performance of the students
Imark secured rural and urban female students
perfomances are very low than the male. As we
observe the above Reading Test 3B, zero marks
secured rural female are (87.50%) and male
(83.33%), urban female (90.91%) male (66.67%).
When it comes to lmark secured rural female
students are (12.50%) and male (16.67%), urban
female (9.09%) male (33.33%). if we can see the
over all performance of the students zero mark
secured rural and urban students very high in
number. Imark secured rural and urban female
students perfomances are very low than the male.

As we observe the above Reading Test -4,
all students from rural and urban are secured zero
marks. This may the new exercise for them or
teachers are not demonistrate propely.As we
observe the above Reading Test 4B, all students
from rural and urban are secured zero marks. This
may the new exercise for them or teachers are not
demonistrate propely.

As we observe the above Reading Test -5,
zero marks secured rural female are (37.50%) and
male (75.00%), urban female (18.18%) male are
(77.78%). When it comes to Imark secured rural
female students are (62.50%) and male are
(25.50%), urban female (81.82%) male (22.22%).
if we can see the over all performance of the

students zero mark secured rural and urban ry
high in number. Imark secured rural and urban
female students perfomances are very higher than
male students.As we observe the above Reading
Test 5B, all students from rural and urban are
secured zero marks. This may the new exercise
for them or teachers are not demonistrate propely.

Conclusion

The study is based on case study for which
survey and questionnaires have been used as data
gathering techniques This paper set out to study
challenges and problems in the development of
reading skills such as read the text carefully it
serves fluency and accuracy test, silent letter
words serves the the ability to spell words
correctly, complete the sentence serve the the
ability to select word in given options , match the
parts of sentence serves the the ability to make
meaningful sentence, rearrange the sentences
serves the the ability to keep order of their
occurrence (proper use of Grammar laid in the
curriculum) in upper primary level students. We
find the fallowing: firstly, although the reading
skills of Telugu ESL students in government run
Upper Primary Schools are gaining momentum
slowly. A tentative picture of congruence between
female students and male students of government
upper primary schools located both at rural and
urban localities. We find there is not much
difference between female students and male
students. It is because of the same environment
and economic background of the parental income
as well the education levels of their parents.
Students residing at urban localities are having
more access to information, inclusion and
participation in to difference cultural associations
which was not the case for rural students.

The second observation through the study is that
parents Education level are quite similar that is
why most of the students performance is below
average and average in the 4 point scale of
measurement. Basing on the parents income and
education there was not much impact on the
student’s performance both at rural and urban
localities.
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Finally the study indicates that the impact of
teachers is much in the process of acquiring
reading skills. Very few students are spending
time at home in gaining reading skills. It also
indicates that most of the parents are living in
poverty which impacting student education
especially in learning English as subject. The poor
parents do not know English at their homes and
they do not speak at all. Whatever the learning
process that takes place should come from the
school. It the teacher who is the key person for
imparting the English subject to the Telugu ESL
students. The results of the study clearly indicate
that the performance of the students is poor
because lacks of untrained teachers are according
to the new syllabus both at rural and urban
localities.

adaa
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Abstract

Photonic crystals are special materials that can
control the flow of light in a very precise way. In
recent years, they have become very important in
the field of optical communication, where light is
used to send information quickly over long
distances. These materials have a periodic
structure that affects how light travels through
them, creating what is known as a “photonic band
gap,” where certain wavelengths of light cannot
pass. This property makes photonic crystals
highly wuseful for improving communication
systems. This paper explains the basic concept of
photonic crystals, their types, working principles,
and their role in optical communication. It also
discusses the advantages, challenges, and future
possibilities of using photonic crystals in modern
technology.

Keywords: Photonic crystals, optical
communication, band gap, light control, fiber
optics

Introduction

In today’s digital world, fast and reliable
communication 1is very important. Optical
communication is one of the most advanced ways
of sending data using light signals instead of
electrical signals. It is widely used in internet
connections, telephone networks, and data centers
because it allows high-speed data transfer with
low signal loss.

Photonic crystals are a new and exciting
development in this field. These are materials that
have a repeating structure, which affects how light
moves through them. Because of this structure,
photonic crystals can block or allow certain

wavelengths of light, making them very useful for
controlling light signals.

The study of photonic crystals has opened new
possibilities in optical communication. They can
be used to design better optical fibers, filters,
waveguides, and other devices that improve the
performance of communication systems. This
paper aims to explain these concepts in a simple
and clear manner.

Basic Concept of Photonic Crystals

Photonic crystals are a special class of engineered
materials characterized by a periodic arrangement
of regions with different refractive indices. This
periodic structure is analogous to the atomic
arrangement in conventional crystals, where
atoms are organized in a repeating lattice. In
photonic crystals, however, it is not atoms but
variations in dielectric properties that form the
repeating pattern. This structural periodicity
significantly influences how light propagates
through the material, giving rise to unique optical
properties that are not found in homogeneous
media.

The defining feature of photonic crystals is their
ability to control the behavior of electromagnetic
waves, particularly light, through a phenomenon
known as the photonic band gap. A photonic band
gap is a specific range of light frequencies that
cannot propagate through the crystal due to
destructive interference caused by the periodic
structure. When light within this frequency range
enters the material, it is reflected rather than
transmitted. As a result, photonic crystals act as
optical filters, selectively blocking certain
wavelengths while allowing others to pass
through. This selective control over light makes
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them highly valuable in a variety of optical and
photonic applications.

The concept of the photonic band gap is closely
analogous to the electronic band gap in
semiconductors. In semiconductors, the electronic
band gap determines whether electrons can move
freely through the material, thereby controlling
electrical conductivity. Similarly, in photonic
crystals, the photonic band gap governs the
propagation of light. Instead of regulating the
flow of electrons, photonic crystals manipulate the
movement of photons. This analogy helps in
understanding their potential for controlling and
guiding light in advanced optical systems.

Photonic crystals can be designed in one-
dimensional (1D), two-dimensional (2D), or
three-dimensional (3D) configurations, depending
on the direction in which the refractive index
varies. Each type offers different levels of control
over light propagation, with three-dimensional
structures providing the most comprehensive
manipulation of light.

Due to their ability to precisely control light,
photonic crystals are widely used in applications
such as optical fibers, waveguides, lasers, sensors,
and communication devices. Their unique
properties enable the development of compact,
efficient, and  high-performance optical
components. As research continues, photonic
crystals are expected to play an increasingly
important role in the advancement of photonics
and modern optical technologies.

Types of Photonic Crystals

Photonic crystals are classified into three main
types based on the dimensionality of their periodic
structure: one-dimensional (1D), two-dimensional
(2D), and three-dimensional (3D) photonic
crystals. Each type differs in how the refractive
index varies in space and, consequently, in how it
interacts with light.

One-dimensional photonic crystals have a
periodic variation in refractive index along a
single direction, while remaining uniform in the
other two directions. These are the simplest form
of photonic crystals and are widely used in

practical applications. A common example is a
multilayer dielectric stack, often used in mirrors
and optical coatings. Such structures can reflect
specific wavelengths of light due to constructive
interference, making them highly effective as
Bragg reflectors in lasers and optical filters.

Two-dimensional  photonic  crystals exhibit
periodicity in two directions, typically forming a
pattern such as a lattice of holes or rods within a
material. These structures are capable of
controlling light propagation within a plane. They
are extensively used in waveguides and integrated
optical circuits, where light can be guided along
specific paths with minimal loss. This ability to
confine and direct light makes 2D photonic
crystals particularly valuable in the development
of compact and efficient photonic devices,
including optical switches and sensors.

Three-dimensional photonic crystals possess
periodicity in all three spatial directions, enabling
them to control the propagation of light in every
direction. This allows for the creation of complete
photonic band gaps, where light within certain
frequency ranges is entirely prohibited from
propagating through the material. As a result, 3D
photonic crystals offer the highest level of control
over light and have significant potential for
advanced applications such as optical computing
and highly efficient light-emitting devices.
However, their fabrication 1is technically
challenging due to the complexity of creating
precise three-dimensional periodic structures at
the nanoscale.

Role in Optical Communication

Photonic crystals play a crucial role in enhancing
the performance and efficiency of modern optical
communication systems. Their unique ability to
control and manipulate the propagation of light
has led to significant improvements in key
components such as optical fibers, waveguides,
filters, and other photonic devices.

One of the most important applications of
photonic crystals is in optical fibers. Conventional
optical fibers rely on the principle of total internal
reflection to guide light through a core surrounded
by a cladding material. In contrast, photonic
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crystal fibers (PCFs) wuse a periodic
microstructured arrangement of air holes or
dielectric materials to confine and guide light.
This structural design allows for greater control
over light propagation, resulting in reduced signal
loss and improved transmission efficiency.
Additionally, photonic crystal fibers can support a
wider range of wavelengths and higher data-
carrying capacity compared to traditional fibers,
making them highly suitable for high-speed
communication networks.

Photonic crystals are also widely used in
waveguides, which are devices designed to direct
light from one location to another. Due to their
ability to confine light within very small regions,
photonic crystal-based waveguides can be made
extremely compact. This miniaturization enables
the development of integrated optical circuits,
where multiple photonic components are
combined on a single chip. Such compact designs
are essential for advancing optical computing and
communication technologies.

Another important application of photonic crystals
is in optical filters. These materials can be
engineered to selectively allow only certain
wavelengths of light to pass while blocking
others. This selective transmission is particularly
useful in wavelength division multiplexing
(WDM) systems, where multiple signals of
different wavelengths are transmitted
simultaneously through a single optical fiber.
Photonic crystal filters help separate and manage
these signals efficiently, improving overall
communication performance.

Photonic crystals are used in various other
components such as lasers, sensors, and optical
switches. These devices are essential for signal
generation, detection, and routing in optical
networks. By enhancing the performance and
efficiency of these components, photonic crystals
contribute significantly to the advancement of
fast, reliable, and high-capacity optical
communication systems.

Advantages of Photonic Crystals

Photonic crystals offer a wide range of advantages
that make them highly valuable in optical

communication and photonic technologies. One of
their most important benefits is the precise control
they provide over the propagation of light. Due to
their periodic structure, photonic crystals can
manipulate light in ways that are not possible with
conventional materials. This enables highly
efficient signal transmission and improved
performance in communication systems.

Another key advantage is the reduction of signal
loss. In traditional optical systems, light signals
tend to weaken over long distances due to
scattering and absorption. Photonic crystals,
however, can confine and guide light more
effectively, minimizing these losses. As a result,
data can be transmitted over longer distances with
greater reliability and clarity. This is particularly
important for long-distance communication
networks and high-speed data transfer.

Photonic crystals also support miniaturization of
devices. Their ability to confine light within very
small regions allows the development of compact
optical components such as waveguides, filters,
and resonators. This contributes to the creation of
integrated photonic circuits, where multiple
optical functions are combined on a single chip.
Such compact designs are essential in modern

technology, = where reducing size while
maintaining performance is a major goal.
High-speed operation is another significant

advantage. Since photonic devices rely on light
rather than electrical signals, they can process and
transmit information much faster. This makes
photonic crystals ideal for next-generation
communication systems that require rapid data
processing and high bandwidth.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite these advantages, photonic crystals also
face several challenges and limitations. One of the
primary difficulties lies in their fabrication.
Creating precise periodic structures at the
nanoscale requires advanced manufacturing
techniques, which can be complex and expensive.
Maintaining uniformity and accuracy during
production is a major technical challenge.
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Another limitation is integration with existing
systems. Incorporating photonic crystal devices
into current optical and electronic infrastructures
can be difficult, as compatibility issues may arise.
This limits their widespread adoption in practical
applications.

Defects in the structure present an additional
challenge. Even minor imperfections in the
periodic arrangement can disrupt the photonic
band gap and affect device performance. Ensuring
high-quality fabrication with minimal defects is
therefore critical.

There are also issues related to defects in the
structure. Even small imperfections can affect the
performance of the crystal.

Recent Developments and Future Scope

Recent research has made significant progress in
improving photonic crystal technology. Scientists
are developing new methods to manufacture these
materials more easily and at lower cost.

Photonic crystal fibers are becoming more
advanced and are being used in high-speed
communication systems. Researchers are also
exploring their use in quantum communication
and advanced sensing technologies.

In the future, photonic crystals could play a major
role in developing faster internet, better
communication networks, and more efficient
optical devices.

Conclusion

Photonic crystals are an important development in
the field of optical communication. Their ability
to control light makes them very useful in

improving communication systems. They offer
many advantages, including high efficiency, low
signal loss, and compact design.

Although there are challenges in their
development and use, ongoing research is helping
to overcome these problems. With further
advancements, photonic crystals have the
potential to transform optical communication and
play a key role in future technologies.
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Abstract:

Secularism is one of the most important principles
of the Indian Constitution and plays a key role in
maintaining unity in a diverse society. India is
home to many religions, cultures, and traditions,
and secularism helps in ensuring peaceful
coexistence among them. This paper explains the
concept of secularism in the Indian context and
highlights how it is different from Western ideas
of secularism. In India, secularism does not mean
complete separation of religion and state, but
rather equal respect for all religions along with
state neutrality. The paper also discusses
constitutional provisions that protect religious
freedom and ensure equality among citizens. At
the same time, it examines the major challenges
faced by secularism in contemporary India, such
as communalism, political misuse of religion,
social divisions, and lack of awareness. These
challenges affect harmony and weaken democratic
values. The paper suggests some important
measures like education, awareness, strong legal
enforcement, responsible media, and active citizen
participation to  strengthen secularism. It
concludes that secularism is essential for the
stability and progress of Indian democracy, and its
effective implementation depends not only on
laws but also on the collective efforts of
institutions and citizens.

Keywords: Secularism, Indian Constitution,
Religious Freedom, Equality, Democracy,
Communalism, Social Harmony, Fundamental
Rights

Introduction

Secularism 1s considered the soul of the Indian
Constitution. The framers of the Constitution
believed that for a country like India, which is
rich in religious diversity, secularism is essential
to maintain unity and harmony. Therefore,

Articles 25 to 28 of the Constitution grant citizens
the right to religious freedom within certain
limits. These rights are given to individuals, not to
the state. This means that people are free to follow
any religion, but the state itself does not follow or
promote any religion.

Initially, the word “secular” was not explicitly
mentioned in the Constitution. However, to
provide clarity, the 42nd Constitutional
Amendment in 1976 added the word “‘secular” to
the Preamble, along with “socialist” and “unity
and integrity.” This made it clear that India is a
secular nation where all religions are respected
equally, and no religion is given special
importance in public life. The state is expected to
remain neutral in religious matters while making
policies.

The main objective of secularism in India is to
ensure that religious and cultural diversity does
not lead to conflict. It promotes peaceful
coexistence and a sense of brotherhood among
people of different religions. While individuals
may identify themselves as Hindu, Muslim,
Christian, Sikh, or others in their personal lives, in
public life, their primary identity should be that of
an Indian citizen. The Constitution, not religion, is
the guiding force in resolving public issues.

It is important to note that Indian secularism is
different from Western secularism. In Western
countries, there is a strict separation between
religion and the state. In India, however, the state
may intervene in religious matters when necessary
to ensure equality, social justice, and reform. This
paper highlights the nature of Indian secularism,
the challenges it faces today, and the need to
reinterpret it in the contemporary context.

Meaning and Definition of Secularism

The term “secularism” is derived from the English
word “secular.” Originally, in countries like the
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United States, secularism meant a strict separation
between religion and the state, often described as
a “wall of separation.”

However, this definition is considered too narrow.
In a broader sense, secularism includes several
important values such as gender equality,
neutrality, scientific thinking, social justice, and
inclusiveness. It does not mean rejection of
religion or atheism. Instead, it means keeping
religion separate from political and social
decision-making while respecting all religions
equally.

In simple terms, secularism means organizing
public life based on reason, human values, and
scientific thinking rather than religious beliefs. It
promotes a rational approach to governance and
ensures that religion does not interfere in political
decisions. This understanding of secularism was
intended by the makers of the Indian Constitution.

Concept of Secularism in the Indian

Constitution

The Indian Constitution does not provide a strict
definition of secularism, but its meaning can be
understood through various provisions. There was
an attempt to define secularism as “equal respect
for all religions,” but this was not formally
accepted through constitutional amendment.
However, the idea of neutrality and separation
between religion and the state remains central.

In 1994, in the Bommai case, the Supreme Court
clarified that secularism is a basic feature of the
Constitution. It affirmed that every individual has
the right to practice, follow, and propagate any
religion. At the same time, the state will not favor
or oppose any religion. It will treat all citizens
equally without discrimination based on religion.

Thus, Indian secularism ensures both religious
freedom and equality. It allows people to follow
their beliefs while maintaining fairness and
neutrality in governance.

Features of Secularism in the Indian

Constitution

The principle of secularism in India has several
key features. First, every citizen has the right to

freedom of religion under Articles 25 to 28.
However, this freedom is subject to public order,
morality, and other fundamental rights.

Second, the Constitution guarantees equality
before law and prohibits discrimination based on
religion under Articles 14 and 15. This ensures
that no religion receives special treatment.

Third, the state maintains a balance between
religion and governance. While it generally does
not interfere in religious matters, it can intervene
to prevent discrimination and ensure social
reform.

Fourth, the Constitution protects the rights of
religious minorities under Articles 29 and 30.
These include the right to preserve their culture
and establish educational institutions.

Challenges to Secularism in India

India is a country with diverse religions such as
Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, Sikhism,
Buddhism, Jainism, and others. Each religion has
its own traditions, beliefs, and practices. While
this diversity is a strength, it can also create
divisions if not managed properly.

Over time, political interests have sometimes
misused religion for gaining support. This has led
to communalism, where religious identity
becomes more important than national unity.
Historical events and political actions have
contributed to tensions between communities.

For example, incidents of communal violence and
political decisions influenced by religious
considerations have weakened secular values.
Fear and insecurity among minority groups have
increased in some cases. At the same time,
majority groups may also feel influenced by
strong nationalist narratives.

Media and political discourse sometimes add to
these divisions instead of reducing them. Lack of
strong opposition, reduced public participation,
and fear of speaking against authority can weaken
democracy. Economic inequality also plays a role,
as social and economic issues often combine with
religious tensions.
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All these factors create serious challenges for
maintaining secularism in India.

Contemporary Directions and Solutions

To strengthen secularism, several steps are
necessary. Education plays a very important role.
Students should be taught the values of tolerance,
equality, and respect for all religions from an
early age. Public awareness about constitutional
values should also be increased.

Social unity must be encouraged by promoting
harmony among different religious communities.
Political parties should act responsibly and avoid
using religion for political gain.

Strict implementation of laws is necessary to
control communal violence and extremist
activities. Media should act responsibly by
providing accurate information and avoiding the
spread of false or biased news.

The judiciary has a crucial role in protecting
secular values and fundamental rights. Courts
must act independently and ensure justice in cases
related to religious conflicts. Citizens should also
actively participate in democracy by asking
questions, staying informed, and supporting
constitutional values.

Conclusion

Secularism is a fundamental principle of the
Indian  Constitution and 1is essential for
maintaining unity and peace in a diverse society.
It ensures religious freedom while promoting
equality and justice. Understanding secularism
correctly can help in building an inclusive and
progressive nation.
([ ]

However, constitutional provisions alone are not
enough. The active participation of government
institutions, judiciary, media, and citizens is
necessary to uphold secular values. The strength
of Indian democracy depends on how strongly
secularism is practiced in reality. A strong
foundation of secularism will lead to a stronger
and more stable democracy.
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forgmferat ST greaTaTy o1 SR o B
Tehd~a TR {TH=T T2

TTHT W AR T AT 1eeh sl 3fereh THIEetT,
Sfierq 37T gefer-Amier SATaT ?1 URuRe G e U
ffe g SR 3fio=nie Sqfa de difa o, a2t
THFHTA T eIk TRmTefiet ST of=fier & T R
AN & TCHFR W TTHCTF He Hooll, T
T, ARV JAT ANET At H Aw qedi A
QUEN Fh A TEA B AE A0 IR
TR T T8 2 39 ThR Alehad shael [eeag
de Wi T2 &, afesw 9wl G S @
AR 3T 9 S 2

WAl AN SRS h1 AT T Seqf s
ToIRIY SThYOT FET AT &) TARYAT S IHANE i
ST SYTNT 12 o HTal hl TIRE &1 § IR LT
B T 12k | ATl T GHTATT 2IdT 2, a1 98 shadt
HARSH T 9T 98 @ 9T, Sfcs 98 Aihiae

Vol.7 | Issue 1 | January 2020 46

www.newmanpublication.com

ISSN: 2348-1390
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IJIF)



New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies
A Peer-Reviewed and Indexed Monthly Journal

SR AT €9 GTOT L T &l Alehcd T geaTessh
Hied sl F@Td & 3T A1eeh % AT 1 Sfidd a1 2
THE quenl il B o @l ® K F T1eE & g
WIETCHe:, &9 & S8 STTd &) $8eh SATTeh, AT ST
ST BT TN TTH ST AT Tt 7T THTE S=TaT
B 5 U A9 T aT A Eae A €, 97 98
ifereh warTferss gefta erar @ o7 ufert & @y e
Tare TTfUd AT 81 Y A W FUmedr & O
30T BT € 3T axfer T Y 3| ufewr & feen
TEEH A T AT T Shaet HaTal sl it st 2,
Sffch TTAT o <TG ST TS g ol ot TE w
ST el 2

GHRTA T | SAleheral o ST & A e of
et femrE 3 ¥ o o we, =Eaw wee iR
STcfteRTeeh ST T SRITT oI T&T 7, S @rehTed O
Y IR 81 38 12 shi TEI e SAeftelt S Tl
T 1 IR SR R % ot A g A
fSred weh Sfredig wisiy T Srar |1 3fad: ser S
HhdT & Toh Alehaall o TTH= ST o fedt 1eeh ol 75
St 3R a9 e Y 21 TE TN T At AH i
JATF ATHYH I 8, dlfceh U SIS o ATTeh
fepe off A1d 81 38 YR Alhd U TTHE T
TG A H AT HEaqol {feht T 33 2

TTleha™ 31T ATHTISTSR TTet

Alha & HIEAH O Aehehil 4 AT Jme sl
TV @ ¥ TEA [T 21 SR SHIS shi e,
fergmfort it gert ot 379 Areeht | T fear R

ATk e Sh SHEATHRT & Sa o Siiedr 21 369
2gfeh ek H 37 Sfiad I Feteh Sad 8 3 SHd
NEEREEREACE]

T YT AThd A1 ohl shacl shellcHeh AR o
TR I8 G GTed- sl HILAH ST 2T 2

foreere

oA Tt Aeeh i Grd= o ik 1 TN Th
TEE g % ®T § IWT B THH AeHh AH
STTSRITT, SE TR SR ST 31 Aiehaca o AT
H AEHHR 4 T Ak TSl & TS g ATYMHH
UEATSAT I T AT 2 F6 ATeh H TelAar HK
TEUE GH ST E) 39 YHR I el ST HehdT &
Arhal 1 JA &) e IR e & fowm |
e Hgedqol sifHen! T TeT & ST Ao o oft geeht
T fTeRaT s W
'H'q"ﬁ"{:ﬁﬁ'

1. Tiaw, fom, &4 Tres: o7 7. 1. 4321

2. T, THARET, féelt arfeca # die e, 9. 191

3. AL, AT . 9. 9|

4. A, AEHAREAT, 3¢ feet F1ee 3R FrH.
7. 128

5. TSI, SRIQE. 377 % et €7 912, 9. 1641
6. Tiaw, ST, f&et A1esh: o7 7. 9. 3231
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10.

T WRATT 31088 & TAA U § “To0 shiceh’ T ANTEH

2. STt SIS
yreTges e favmmere sfae
7. WTad T IMHeh HETferaerd aEfetat

R T FHE T g S A 8 T
gufe, i, seiefrm shq ik aw Tm & 9w g fe
& Faue fHaTfeEt 1 3T A ¥ w8 gey T8 2 e
et et <t el § TSl fereTrer wreort st T foRa e
TR I8 3R T o ST e foenfea g3 off, o ot o
T 2 ! 3] W ARG T WRAAT T W g Y o
ST 7T ft hrerT 2| e Sl Seenia T € wfafsier 214
Tt o 9RA 1 denla § fars Jar 8| fafee foeefy snfoi
I W HTHHUT L T8 o ferferer ATt ok S foparm | wig
HERHEIR GRINE R CEN M = R N
1 ITq U TG SR | et A9 qeres o @l St
3R W TERf o G fireret wehTeRr &1 e foReft off
397 Al Hepla W@ o, gk, e wfee, e,
M Y& M & &9 T AVh Fdl 8] 30 RS
TR T SRR Ir=i Frer 7 Teft 75 qofm et 1 7
geh! faream oft feam | o1a: e Ui wra o
Gk 3IqeTE ol ST I Hecd ol & AT ¢

T WA 3T 3{deTe ST g Ufdetiee el o st
2 S AR H AEeR & 7 ¢ fo “3fae™ oied & uid
wRART fi  forEar R d@wfd @ aR 3w g
werh § Aeeed o foaar 8- ¢ fig wereT &
et s ot ST 31feres e T S A fohg e
i TR § 3foere e or & T, I8 FE ST &
g sfoems © &t o forad € - cqwdEr §
UfeTitres =ideT o7 U= shied | off 379me & o, SHehT
STV % el e 2l ¥ WTH EIAT 8] YT Ad # A1k
TR W W Al 1 o g, g e Aeied
form @ o « 3o foremer wepa wnfeea o sfaera =i 1S
T T T AT &1 1 ST 6k Hiecd o 7eM I i
e +ff U1 ek TRl g1 S aeTeteHTee $iaeTes el
ST ThjgElT R YT TR SR U st S
foIT dwha W o ford TTw 3irf <Rt & et oA SAfer

&1 ST 3] HEhd Ao %o 3131 qe 9fieh o a1 §® 319
Tk ifchen| eTfiier Wifeea & e wifee, g qom S
HTfEe T ANTEH FeeaqUl WHT T 2] 9 €6 o "eH
X5 1 I T TR o 3R % et § A
I @R

& & WM AIewR Td A1eh @ I[Eh Hl
g I T ek T iepiaen siaere & an §
S FEAIG IIASY HLETdl § Fhh I H T
IR |1, oW, SIeH U9 §%hid i 98 GHST S
T 2| GFGE siaeresr ft. < AEE % HATER 058
e T @ Y5k Swad: =il TTdTedt § g3 e g
T T ideh’ UEhd Hlfecd o Taiee U=eh A1eshi §
4 R[ETETE o SR § 38 T IR #d ge fow
=% TRETST  3Teh! TIh W SEh{d 3! & | forar
26 Yo W FIA H ARG TeEER o TTS Hiwn
e ATeeh 1 AT 3O & S off| SE St Fuefady
aTedtereh FemoT foharm T 2] WeTgMid b1 Wt 3EH Yot yew
fopam T 2| 3EF 7 W ACE H GeASH 68 A AN
foRam & o g 3fek | wTead i ARd 99 ST & 81
T e TR W agaareT et o1 Wor foham 2- « arerdt
T Wi e T TR B o i e o
<ieehoh SIS W STR0TT o AT heileshele Toe! T I BT
[ U o5 Fiehn i o aq i afaror iR agt off
TR T Tefod B ol TR Tohd T € ferehiar farg
T T T T oo =l i i 8 38 =
et o1 Tt freior ST g e & qenfy sfoeraes g
H HGHd % HIGAHRT 6 HlA Y JoHTCHS 590 &
YETA $HeR THAT T 200 38T 99 H 700 $EET % HE I
HHT 2| T A9 ® o som Sfectftga amses, Tsifas
HEET T HTHTSH o Ia o S8 74T §Y o HIHST o 359
o dl oh! ST & fHerd! 2] 36 Il H shig TWIERTel §31e
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AT B % T SRISTRAT ohT ATATSROT 97| 36 A1es | 10 3%
& TT 39 H& UT A%, FUAHHT, TTelicish WY fcre,
[ECRED ﬁm AT, IR AT 8| T2 HiHH £ for
W@WWW%WWWWW
2

AR e -

5 Uad Jo8 Hidwh § IR THIS
T ST o ATYR T =N M- ST, &5, 99 T
TR H AT AT 1| e AT HT i G=H S AT ST
ofT| SITEIVT 379 T o SHROT S&+1 I Teeh H TEAEHT FHad!
- SITEI0T 707 1 BHR ST &) e @t STerr qSii
TE BT A I AW S8 g FH ot w9 e w1 I
e feteh FHRT ISR B SITEIVT ST T 1 BIgH ATIR
off Fq 9, sHehT Uff TTE O =eed o &9 § & S
I AR o AT R ST A it < HT HE ST H
T ST o et TR JE W0eE I[X A AAE AT, 3%
321} e o AIRR e o1 T ARkl st AT o1t
Y 3163 TRTIY, JohRAT TeTd {IHT ST o7 (11) T&T et 3
T 9T 3T ST MISAT H e Th BId o qUT 390 3k |
AT Heleh WA SISt 8 Sria ual wer et off| 7w wiewH
AeohTel forame sTeer qT off Jehrer ugdr € qor s €
et <t 3= o oft 1 Bian &) foaTe S Eaon | & a8 o
qfy sreavt &t o faame wr fFftg T on =wed 3k
e eteh ST GHT & SITaIvr 9 36 ShH 16X JHaeHT 1T
FRIERT T SO Y S| Tt WoAT Ao off avw 37k
oI Sl B ST SR SRl 2(12)

T ¥ Jvand off off S wed & R ST Bt off
39T U TITOTRT| TIOTSRT ST ShTH AT TE T 31fd ahell
ST ST BT oT| ST o oI Afershat. TivTehT 31eg
& T T3 2| TS A W ot wEd 9] sAfanfea wt %
T o fIT, “erieelt AT 3188 o1 JENT fohall TRIT €] A1 o
U YR o foTT It 31eg ITANT § AT T R] 39 A
Tt smyor TSy off| 59 Thor o R, T SIToT, ST, Bl
I ooft forelt SRR T ATSS SIS | SR et off| %
&Y ¥ T@d o] FAHSH o WY % ®9 H ¢ H T8q
T o] BN O T foHTe W@ 3 el @Td eld o
femel feTe et =l T@eh e 9] BRI g3 8 A1 W
AT H 3TaT L g TR Sar o) srid St 3ty wu
T TAT AT o7 HEIH T I Mt geante o foaor ot 7
7T SRl ShUAT & ST W H ET6 9T o S=ieid o6t g8 off
=% FICHH ¥ TIAT § AR aEaqeqT s It off) 39

T & TS o foTq 2 el ere § AR ol off] ST T
YRR o e A AW A G IR A | Hh 918 ST
HerdT off T o AT o Eehd o TS 3191 6 +ff et
4 Yfth oh et firerd €] 39m e o 3id § =Tead T
= o fore ©f g 8- Gold STl 9] |

arrfeien Sita:-

J[Ee I e Hoo Hich Teh ATeT WRd o 3T(IH
Sfiem wet steferawem &1 e fot off TR s @] TR
AT ST L STl & STHT-3TAT Higed 2id o It
AT YEH ST SATIR A sh TLORT o SIHTT TGT 717 o7 |
FHTUAT WEIhT § el § - « AW AT al FAd =8
Tt et Bt oft BrgaRt qEL <1 ot 9T &, 3 o fordh,
T 39 Ll &) TSTHRT TT ST AT B e 3127 i
% HROT AR I~ A1) T T Tgh it off| Ta o Tgaht
T I TEAT o1 TG § 98 & o [T T8ER W S 9]
febg T oft gaicll o FoTq T bl Trgohl W e GerTeh
BIAT o) Hgehi W ARG & off foeror fier S desprefi=
FHHSIT I SATEAT T SR Teohd AT 8| TR & &9 |
STIE! T e Stk ot it Eel o o s
T o] Gfeh AT HaRT ok fore greft off arerd o | SEaeT
o e ff O greft o e AW genre® gl o1 59
I IR7 T ST M I el Bt @ fobg o forde
Herel ot fireTd €] %o A gaq ot 8 o foh 3o sl o
et Mt off |1 Y Bt off| ek % TS i § Wt
T UedH &l Wi & fore firg iy et 2t ) = St
| T Raed =T Tt S o B @ R S § o &
TTEl HITAT T JAT ST o 2aT 2] e a9 38 e &
TR HEAIRT  SEHAGAT % U UgEd! 8 S SEasHT
STeteh o T ShT ShILoT Tl €Il 8 dl a8 AT AT 3T
L 3G G T ML s o foefT 3 3t 2] 3t orean # o1
forh <Y TITEY & T W ATeS R AT G hish W T B
I T GHTS o AT SATISI o ot L T T8 T < 3

At fereh J91T Ual W9TTe: -

qoghiedh § TRl WA i TsHiTden &M 1 o
JT EIT B U TSI T ST HT 3T ofT| 39 60 lg
[T TETe TE o 3 S-S TSt § favsh o o
TSI I T U AR o) ISTra e shesi & @eaor oft
FIETeR B 2| TST & FHaR S-S ol I ey §
A AT 9| 38 I UT T STk THS BIAT T A1 o
foreh 3t =feter =1 gv@ wwTEfeh Rforerdr s Seqa
FAAT 2| TRIEA FASIK B o 0T YSIAT ohi Sgaral
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offNeIT X TST I TeAedT AW oAl off| SISt
STETHTISTR el hl TETIAT § TS i S od 9 fereft
+ff =rfh o TR B T Hag B W 3W TTHdeRTd &
fru afeai geTeRt S 1 STt fear St o1 38 Jresh | st
Ik § S R U A e H S T oT| UST § g
wifq ot R, SEeht 3T Ry e fea s o) sToafer
I The 3 AT W TeER JeT faT ST 9| 3T S Attt
it Y TeATeht i Y off yorr off| U ufEw & @i ooy
ITTET I T it st a1 o o oft oo of

ST shT € Tk HEcaqul e T & =1 S5 |
AT SFAEAT I S FET Afeh HA H IRA FAT AT I8
qoeh{eeh Y T o wHd e Qi forehfra &t =penr o wat
fafeaa =m yemae Tonfua engeswies § TN foew &
ITTAR HHEHT T HHAT A oh 1T =TT Bidt o STet T
rmefir, wh AE, R U HeR e = d 9
ATERST B AT TST B AR W fHeAar o qur SHen
Tt et o Sfarfa sl ST BT 9| TSI ol et

feafa 1 auge ¥ g Ut ) 58 aw 3fes o v g
g Al & Jefad 9 afde od Teted or qur Sue
Tatactst AfYen djunfde & o Afgw  wWord y=fera o
U ue oelt 2R enfiien fomamatt = fewmm 9 st <
ol o | 37 Fre off| O o S firet A A1 fiet o g
AT AT (e Ficdod Terd 9] TUH 37 H =Teew fogeh
H % W e foh & Teaal ol o1 T T &, St q off
e AT et % . weft =gr sned| fagwe wear @
o 7 T2 S| STeT 360 b T A | arell ST R S
T B & A et Y IS A AT T A2 AET I
AT - « forT TET wd e T U SR s ofes e g
T, 7, A0 G SeAtRA gRT S qear Sid o At
TS W Y TEH EId §] $EH e foden i
SATTIRAT TET 2|(14) AT S +ft o7 SUaTE R 9 qe
39 IO I SN T IS TR €9 od 9 IR =R
off IR A ST U o Jaaredl WO B 9

! TG LA AT AR 1| I T TSk FolTa ST
% oft Hohd fireTd &) ATeeh o A ik U ITeRR =Aramefter b
ekl <dT @ foh afe HT qerewT el GAT T ar # TS |
FEHL qFe [ehetal G| =ATATEST BT T SdHH SIS o6
|, AT T T S HR o G T I A I
UIRR % THM BIAT 91| 9Tt iaTet 3 99, Taren s
TATET 6 ST O AT TG ST o) =4 #Ff o SATER
T feam S o qeweHt & FoR w6 sfie wn e
AT 1| el % HehaH o ol Sifw wfispla =g T %
ITE WSt ST | TS 3¢ sTger o1 off SR Tt o) Tt
1 foter we TR SRl 2 SR = /T S o) € faue
oft IR o) SAUTET FRT T 7 T T IS T ST |
BT o TS X W07 <€ T Siram o) wior € o fafv=r
Tk Tafoid & I AR § e 12 T, el T =g,
Fll & T 3N FoRam sefe] 7 €8 =9 Sl g1
TR H o ST o] egee MW STl i T <ed
A T AT § TS F 30 HY T GA (Il T
<ISTel STgL S1Td §Y I of ST of el H1l 4 3eeh!
IR SRt STIY UF d€ T =won o T S o | &
31T AT ok UET At A1 st <l <arart off 3a < o) U@
TR € foreT o HIOT STORTE T STHT el ST

efies fRRarfa:-

[5 o Foh(CHh i Tad GHT sk TAMT T dTiHeR
feurfa =1 +ff weqa fora @ S8 3@ et o fofar emt 6

A1eh T UT Afecishall L H d Hfd AT & « e
T FHAR FIToRd ST T THERT 8 (TSR STaTT o
TIEY Feh I ST THERR 8] WREhT et ohT THERR 8| e
AT 1 AR & Foreht & et Ty §) e e B
T B ARTETEAT 8 TS| 39 YhI AT T1EET L o o 18Th
0T S AR < Hehl| AT HANTET I T I HT AT
grar off =e T a(15) ater «ft wmee i gede od
T #1 fg B9 & fow gganfedt 3 & yo= g i
YT AT 2)(16)

qoehiedh ohl TaT oh T Sitg, &1 SR, ASELT df
s feafq 7 o) i @t Sfe & oot firg s SITd 9
30 1 H Ueh U UaTesh g8 ¢ Sif St d ITH @l AR
AUAET ¥ IMSREHEV S WA | s e
TeRE0T oo A1 fe] hed 9 o foer d w®d o
forer T @ U@ It 2T & T Svad: ST aHT o foer
o w5 fewradl, gurerdt fiegelt i1 o Secie sk | fean g
forerr o Rregfea off et oft) wemrer & Sefaen i foem o
ST we firg] e @ fon gor fom o # ed it <eelt
2l(17)

HTEeA TS ShedT chl I~

TS TR I § AT Goi T el Jhg, LT &I
] T o ot % @rer el Bt Ifreafth W g o
ST TA(18) WA e H Hfdeker, fesreren, s
T, AT T T forehTe 8317 ¢
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EF ST 30 Iodf HIC & U Toowcsh i Tl
AT 36 T H AE T 3= a2 1 37 e g faeft
ATSTSAT T ST 36 12 | TohAT T & ST |80 3=
foreft oft e ® T firerdt B] SA st e o St
T Tl STl - HEpd, STehd Ud STq| Srehd |l ° 7
3R aferomer stufa met | sdw # off @@ ww € -
RT3, STt , Ser, Bfaet,  3gen, i S
=T WTST SeFehl| 36 A1CH H Y5k A 7 WIISHT 1 SR form
2| 38 U § AR, 7, Wi, el e i
JEEhT AT =T, FOTH 4T, e IR 987 I 11 9
TIEHT T St €| Sfiteh SR <ieeh rdi-a A g
ST=AT WIST, YRR ST =iTee g <l o =i, fire
T AN Farger HTTEft AT Sierd € | 1R ST STt
TieTel SATSTell HTNT 7T 3TR 3TN 36 I Aleld @ I8
kel U BT doshict i HTfefcdsh STl 2l S&qd et ol
AT JHTOT |

T S ATl i THiE T T AT ST 2 39
ek T oft qehlci 3 Farell &l Seoig fierar §
Femrerett 1 oft 99 § =es y=R o) At off ot
ST oIl oft| Ao o =g 3ok H ST ST ST g
T A T T T G TR bl To@Tdt oo gt & fof «
Ig IR =red i femrla @ SR wd sy 827
et I HefieT TereHsE Il 8] HaTed Farer ot
I HH ToRAT AT B] SHeRT U TaTESh HaET Al
dfed o) Hiderart & ¥t 38 e § I~1d B o ST firerd
&) 38 1 U HES T TO7 qfqat S ST o Forevor I
B T Toowhicd qEL 3T W TF TET A gueud we
SHT 4T |t & Yot Ad & SR 8T 3@ H gART Hedl 8
FATIE 13 I AN 2736k I H HIYL FHedl § ok 3R 81
T, T A1 e AT A 2)(19) TEHT WA F HEA o AU H
ot ST FATSAT BT ] ST & Tob] 560 T o o shett o5
Taifeeh foeRrE T T BT § 9% © @ifid el ol
T o YR o] ATead qdT 39k § A1 TS 1 T
G U T TG Sl B TS gl a1 TIT 2farg HH &
o ST SIRTET T 3| SO o Arer-Ere S, qa, Yo,
FeATfe o I ot oft 39 ek § Sufkufa gwia ) wrfia it
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e ot foerfaa & W@ off) 39 dor & afvfq srarett & =R
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FRRECEICEIY
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=l © F8l Ued hg erell & deehiefq sfaerd i sweqfar o
36 T T ANE I
wgef Ter:-
1. ASHER, AR H. - fo Fenfewse sehse T
gfeam
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Abstract

Women entrepreneurship in India has grown
significantly in recent years. Earlier, business was
mainly dominated by men, but today women are
actively participating in economic activities and
contributing to national development. Women

entrepreneurs ~ are  creating  employment,
promoting innovation, and improving social
conditions. However, they still face many

challenges such as lack of finance, social barriers,
and limited opportunities. This paper explains the
concept of women entrepreneurship, its
importance, growth, challenges, and highlights
some inspiring women entrepreneurs in India in a
simple and descriptive manner.

Keywords: Women Entrepreneurs, Economic
Development, Empowerment, India, Innovation

Introduction

Entrepreneurship is becoming more important in
today’s world. It plays a key role in economic
growth and development. In developing countries
like India, entrepreneurship is not only a way of
earning income but also a way to create jobs and
reduce poverty.

Traditionally, entrepreneurship was dominated by
men. Women had limited opportunities due to
social restrictions, lack of education, and financial
dependence. However, the situation has changed
over time. Today, women are entering the field of
entrepreneurship in large numbers and proving
their abilities in different sectors.

Women entrepreneurship started gaining attention
in India around the 1970s. Since then, it has
grown steadily. Many women are now starting
businesses to achieve financial independence,

support their families, or turn their ideas into
reality. Some women also start businesses to
overcome financial difficulties in their families.

Meaning of Women Entrepreneurship

Women entrepreneurs are those women who start,
manage, and run a business. They take risks, make
decisions, and handle the challenges of running an
enterprise. They combine resources such as land,
labour, and capital to produce goods or services.

Women entrepreneurship is not only about
earning profit. It is also about empowerment. It
helps women become independent, confident, and
socially active. Women entrepreneurs contribute
not only to the economy but also to social
development.

Growth of Women Entrepreneurship in India

In recent years, women entrepreneurship in India
has grown rapidly. This growth is supported by
education, awareness, government schemes, and
changing social attitudes. Many women are now
entering fields like technology, fashion,
healthcare, education, and online businesses.

Globalization and digital technology have also
played an important role in this growth. Women
can now start businesses from home using online
platforms. This has reduced barriers and increased
opportunities.

Government initiatives have also encouraged
women entrepreneurs by providing financial
support, training, and skill development programs.
These efforts have helped women participate
more actively in economic activities.

Importance of Women Entrepreneurs

Women entrepreneurs play a very important role
in the development of the country. They
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contribute to economic growth by creating
businesses and generating employment
opportunities. Their businesses help in increasing
production and income levels.

They also help in reducing poverty and improving
living standards. When women earn income, they
invest more in their families, especially in
education and health. This leads to overall social
development.

Women entrepreneurs also bring innovation and
creativity. They introduce new ideas and products
in the market. Their participation also promotes
gender equality and reduces the gap between men
and women in economic activities.

Challenges Faced by Women Entrepreneurs

Despite their growing importance, women
entrepreneurs face many challenges. One of the
biggest problems is lack of finance. Many women
do not have access to bank loans or financial
resources. They often depend on family support to
start their businesses.

Social barriers are another major challenge. In
many parts of India, women still face restrictions
related to mobility, decision-making, and
participation 1in business activities. Family
responsibilities also limit their ability to focus on
business.

Lack of education and training is another issue.
Some women do not have the necessary skills and
knowledge required to run a business
successfully. This affects their confidence and
decision-making ability.

Market competition and lack of support networks
also create difficulties. Women entrepreneurs
often struggle to compete with established
businesses and face challenges in marketing their
products.

Inspiring Women Entrepreneurs in India

India has many successful women entrepreneurs
who have achieved great success and inspired
others. These women have shown that with
determination and hard work, it is possible to
overcome challenges and achieve success.

Chanda Kochhar is one of the most well-known
business leaders in India. She played an important
role in the growth of ICICI Bank and became a
symbol of women’s leadership in the corporate
world.

Kiran Mazumdar Shaw is a leading entrepreneur
in the biotechnology sector. She built a successful
company and became one of the richest self-made
women in India.

Falguni Nayar left her successful career in
banking to start Nykaa, an online beauty and
wellness company. Today, Nykaa is one of the
most popular brands in India.

Indra Nooyi is a global business leader who
served as the CEO of PepsiCo. She is known for
her leadership and contribution to global business.

Other notable entrepreneurs include Vandana
Luthra, Ritu Kumar, and Aditi Gupta. These
women have made significant contributions in
different fields and continue to inspire future
generations.

Future Scope of Women Entrepreneurship

The future of women entrepreneurship in India is
very promising. With better education, digital
technology, and government support, more
women are expected to start their own businesses.

The growth of online platforms and digital tools
has made it easier for women to manage
businesses from home. This provides flexibility
and reduces many traditional barriers.

In the coming years, women entrepreneurs will
play an even bigger role in economic
development. Their participation will help in
creating a more inclusive and balanced economy.

Conclusion

Women entrepreneurship is an important part of
India’s economic and social development.
Women entrepreneurs are contributing to growth,
innovation, and employment generation. They are
also helping in improving social conditions and
promoting gender equality.

However, challenges such as lack of finance,
social barriers, and limited opportunities still
exist. These challenges need to be addressed
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through proper policies, education, and support
systems.

In conclusion, women entrepreneurs are emerging
as strong contributors to the economy. With the
right support and opportunities, they can achieve
greater success and play a major role in shaping
the future of India.

References:

Qaa

Business Wire. Kalpana Morparia Elected to the Board
of Directors of Philip Morris International, 2011.
Fortune.50 Most Powerful Women in Business, 2008.
TechCrunch. “Kirthiga Reddy Becomes First Female
Investing Partner at SoftBank Vision Fund,” 2018.

“The Economic Times.” “Buying Likes is Not a Valid
Business Model: Kirthiga Reddy,” 2014.

Vol.7 | Issue 1 | January 2020 54

www.newmanpublication.com



